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AN ESSAY 

RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL 
• V BCCIiBSIASTICAIi FIliA.SC]S, 

AS REGARDS THE 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

INTCUFEBSBD WITa OTHbR MAtTER NOT IBBBLCTiNT TO THE «U>JC«T, 

BY 

Parish Priest of Ovens and Js^Us. 



Yoti see, good folk, what 'tis I lack 

Tis only some convenient ^Hack;** 

Some parsonage house with garden sweet. 

To be my late my last retreat. 

A decent Church close by its side, 

There, preaching, praying, to reside ; 

And, as my time securely rolls, 

To save my own and other souls. Swift. 



BARRY DREW, 97, GRAND PARADE, 
OUJiUN, W. CURRY, JUN. <fe CO.— LONDON, R. GROOMBIUI^GE. 

J 834. 
{Eniertd at Siatiimers* ffatt.] 
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tcneant ; uniim, ut utiiitatem civium sic tueantur ut, qusccunqne 
a^mt ad cam referant, abltti oommviloniin suorum : alteruro, tit 
tot urn corpus reipublicse curent; ne dum partem aliquam tuentui% 
rcHquas deserant^' LH enim'tiitehrv'^fiic proevnilioreipublicee ad 
utiiitatem corum qui commissi sunt nonad eorum quibus commissn, 
gerendaest. Qui uutem parti civium consulunt partem negliguiit, 
rem perniciosissimam in cititateib InduCUTlt, seditionem atque din- 
cordiam, ex quo evenit, ut alii populares, alii studiosi optimi cuju«^- 
que videantur, pauci uftlverstJrum 

Cic de officis Cap 25to. 



It is the indispensable- duty of legislators or of all such as have the 
management of public affairs ever to bear in mind two precepts laid 
down by Plato — namely — that all -their acts should have for object 
the public good without any reference to their own private interests ; 
and that their care or their attention should be directed to the whole 
body of the commtmity * thit is, that ftfrouf tfhotrfd not be shown 
to one portion to the prejmtttte- of the' w^, for as the duty of 
defending the State, so its admrnistfSition ought 'to be discharged 
not for the advanfag^ nf thef ^w #lHy'«!te¥t;hR ediMiland but for the 
benefit of the many over whom command is exercised. Further if 
partial interests be attendeiMe; <tf ^ovM^he- favoured to the neglect 
or prejudice of the rest the most pernicious consequences may result 
to the commonwealth y the evils of discord and sedition; in which 
case some will side with the multitude, some with the aristocracy 
while few or none will look to the geireral interest. 
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EPISTLE DEDICATORY; 

* Ad plebem. 



FfiLt.ow Countrymen, 
I BEGr leave to usher the foUowin^ essay into the world 
wder yo«r auspices. . I have been prompted to do so from 
the boDsideration that it omtains not a little . that regards 
3^o«r interest and welfare. But I should first of all ask par* 
don for taking this liberty, because I fear you may take 
offence at some of my expressions and observations. Do not 
liowever, suppose that, though . I ocoasionally . use words 
barsb and grating, I am not still your faithful servant The 
best friend, is he who. speaks, the triith and flatters not. I 
^am'not one of those who say every, thing which they imagine 
will please and delight you and recommend themselves to 
your favoar-^-^not considering what id demanded by truth, 
by justice or by your real interests. Such indeed is the 
perversity of human nature that it. is difficult to find men of 
integrity and virtue-r-gqod counsellors in whom. confidence 
' amy safely be reposed. And what is the result ? . That bad 
advice is often g^ven<and. followed on public as well as 
piivate afibirs to your gpreat loss .and inoonyenience^ ^ You 
ttayabofcHa weriiice to weH-mean^ig but tnii^taken hoi^es- 
ty — to persons "f whose zeal is not aocordiig to knowledge"; 
who overrating iheir abilities, may thrust themselves forward 
as your advisers, and unwittingly propose the most pernici- 
ottB measures for your adoption : so that between the active 
perversity of one and the K>fficio0s ignorance of the other, 
you rua risks of a very dangeirous description. It is incum- 
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bent on you therefore to listen always with great caution ; 
and to observe well each and every actor on the pablic scene. 
These men pretend to be your humble servants, and to act 
in all things according /to your directions ; while the fact is 
that they labour incessantly to take you individually and 
collectively into their own holy keeping ; to make you em- 
brace their peculiar opinions— be, in short, the puppets of 
their will and the echo of their sentiments. Indeed under 
the disguise of servants they are yoiir mAslets aM '&6i^isoTs — 
staiii|pill^ their own doctrines and schemes with ybiit effigy 
ih dtd^ t6 ^ve them oufrency. This is to take great liber'- 
tiels. They aitautiie ite some dort the fortn of an adtaiinislnl'' 
tfofi foir leoDfdaetitig your state affairs. They are (nt they 
pretend to be your Ministers. The office theirefore \irUeh 
they have assumed or to which you have appointed them» is 
one of gpreat itbportance — a circninstancb that renders it im- 
perative oil you to watch them very closely. If they pre- 
tend a zeal for religion; you should see if their lives be of & 
correspondeht description, if they be really and truly religious 
men. Foir if the case be otherwisei you havd reason to fems*^ 
^ct the sincerity of their profesnons ; ahd that religion is 
empleyed as a pblittcal expedient; for the aeebmplishtnent of 
some concealecl purpose. Political expediency indeed i$ 
quite the fi^ion of the day ; and the masis of the people are 
treated as ehUdred. Ybu shbuld aliso mark the political 
career of these wise peirsonages. If you find that they have 
fallen iiito contradictions ; thht having first cond^tnned they 
afterwards applauded ; or having filrst applauded they after- 
wards condemned the same identical meaisul^s ( yet ever in- 
sisting most veheih^tly, as tiie case taiay be, upon the adap- 
tion of whi^teVer they recommend, and denouncing in unmea- 
sured terins dll such as do not coiticide with 1iiem,wiuit conclu- 
sion shoil^ld y6u Atk'W ? Should you tiot be slow to rally Tound 
the stiandard of such persons ; or to be roused into) action by 
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their counsel or exhortation? Ypu plight indped, under 
such pirpupistances tp consider them as unsafe guides and 
b^ no {ueaq^ to re|^ar4 them as pracles, 

Yoif woul4 do well not to suffer yourseIve3 to be swayed 
l^y the ^dvipe of the youthful and the giddy ; who are ever 
rea^y to obtrude thems^elves upojn you and to stimulate you 
to the most dangerous and hazardous enterprises. Rehoboam 
— ^the son of Soloman— wa&ruped by following the counsel 
of suc)i i^rsop^. 

ly hen looki^ to yaur own welfare you should be sure to 
t^kje ^ito consideration two thiq^s ; and tor give due weight to 
one as i^ell as to the other. You should look to the increase 
of ^ncpme as weU as to the diminution of expenditure . The 
latt^jT is what is principally i^ist^d oa by your advisers; 
an^ "wh^t if jit happeq,, that the very^ measures they recom- 
ii)ei\d to effect thi$ object should hay9 a direct tendency to 
counteract th^ for^ner ? TI^s is a point woicthy your atten« 
tio^. Nothing cpuld tend mpre .to enlar^ your income than 
to tiaye agriculture ^d ti:ade in a flourishing condition. 
]Put can this hp the ca^ so long as the country is kept in a 
state of disturbance and alarm i so k)Qg ajs public confidence 
is a m^re nullity ? National wea^lth can only be produced 
in the bosoni of IlTatippal tr^i^^iHity 9 nor will any man lay 
out capital and exert hii^ industry where ^ ccmsiders ^fe 
^nd property insecure.^ Ire^land,ia unhappMy kept more or 
le$s in a ^^tate of this ^pj^criptioa — tp your great detriment 
^pd Ipss. |f ow it is for ypu tp consider if this evil has not 
beeq occ^sipped by the perni9ious counsel of those, who, if 
they ha|^ yqur real interests at heart aqd took a proper view 
of things, would hold very different language to you. You 
shpuld reject every advice that would mar ypur capabilities 
for productipn, and conse(]t\ently diminish your income. 

* See Appei^dU* 
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T^ke care therefore that in struggling; to save a penny yon 
do not lose a groat; or, to use and old saying — that "you 
lose not a sheep for a ha'porth of tar f besides that it may 
even turn out that the saving you propose to effect, to tlie, 
great prejudice of your other interests, is merely fanciful 
and imaginary, as is opined by men of great wisdom and dis- 
cernment. 

I cannot but here remark how endeavours are made iq 
peirsuade yau that you are all-powerful ; that tp efffect any 
speciQc object you have nothing to do but combine together 
for the purpose ; before which mighty combination all op- 
position must vanish. This idea is very flattering to your 
self-love; and upon that account the more dangerous to be 
entertained^ But you should learn from expedience not to 
be entrapped by ^ny such deceitful allurement and to be 
perfectly satisfied that you can effect notfaioig in opposition 
to the other orders of the State ; except indeed that yoi^i 
may succeed for a reason in deranging the affairs of the 
conm^unity ; of which unhappy state of things you yourselves 
must first and (ast be the principal vi^ctims. The experiment 
has too often been tried ; and such invariably has been the 
mischievous result. Lend no ear to such advisers — advisers 
whose every syllable is fraught with evil to the common-weal. 

I must remind you of a circumstai^ce which should. strike 
you very forcibly; namely, that many persons of great 
weight and intelligence think very differently from those who 
usurp the place of your confidential advisers. This should 
furnish you with some grounds for thinking that perhaps 
your confidence is misplaced : and you should be the more 
suspicious when you find the most unremitting endeavours, 
on the part of these same advisers, to make this respectable 
body odious in your eyes, to make you consider them, indeed, 
as your mortal enemies. The drift of this is no mystery ; it 
is plain enough. They wish to keep you in their own hands; 
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they wish to perpetuate their influence and dominion over 
you. 

Again: is it possible that these persons are looking to self 
in all their extraordinary labours ? Is their consequence en- 
creased? Is their ambition gratified? Is money brought into 
their coffers? If the system they pursue be of mighty benefit 
to themselves it is no wonder they should adopt it and perse- 
vere in it. Recollect the old moral in the Spelling Book : 

Each man will be true to his own private ends 
Though false to his country, religion and friends. 

Jt may be nothing but a mere trade with these gentlemen ; 
parried on however at your expense. 

Can they not juggle and with sleight 
Conveyance play with wrong and right 
And sell their blasts of wind as dear 
As Lapland witches bottlied air ? 

See then the disadvantageous position you occupy and 
that to in connexion with matters of great moment. What 
can be worse than to pay evil counsellors for giving you evil 
advice ? They have all the gain and you sustain all the loss ; 
to say nothing of the provoking circumstance of being bam- 
boozled out of your money by the systematic trickery of 
politicaV charlatans. 

' What would render this evil still more serious is, if it 
should acquire permanency — the unhappy and almost neces- 
sary consequence of dexterous artifice on the one side and 
confiding simplicity on the other. This is a point that chal- 
lenges your serious attention. You should not be too cre- 
dulous, but learn to be distrustful of public men and to 
jiidg^ for yourselves. It may not be amiss to mention that 
these knowing gentlemen make it sometimes a matter of 
boast that they have obtained a complete ascendancy over 
you ; that they can do what they please with you ; and com- 
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1^1 even yoiir, Priests, whom ypu were wowt tp rpgtrd Iffth 
to much deference, to act in conformity with their good will 
^|i4 ple^HV^, Tterp is no doubt that tfeey }iQve sni^e^^ed 
so far ^ to pren^ £^ considerf^ble number into t^^ seiyip^— 
a pirqvimstaQce, indeed, well calculated to ^?« stability tp 
t^e cpptrpul th^y tbem.selyes exercise pyer jrpu. Vpif w^y 
be so far Jed astray bj tbi« iuippsiqg; m<^mmt9llpe ^ tp 
imagine that thpir advicp ox their syste^p i§ i4f ntifi^4 with 
religion ; and their recomm^pdations ^o, piany s^crpd duties, 
which it becomes imperative on you to 4ischar^. You 
should well weigh this matter ; and consider that when a 
Priest becomes a politician or a political partizan he steps 
out of the line of his duty fbr so much ; and that all his acts 
and deeds of ppUtioal purtizABship or suilifterviency have no 
reference to biiyi as a roligious ehura(Dtev ^w to the ecclesiasti- 
cal body or hievarohy of whioh he is a m^nbep but are to be 
placed to the account of himself as a common individual and of 
those und^r whpsp bombers be b^9 eplistp4* 1^ th^ f^fre 
ch^rf^ter yo^ sbould no Ipiiger cpiu^cler bm ti^e ofuclf^ pf 
divine truth J pr ^ Miwatpr of tbp Crpsp^l j, bmt 9S( pnp wko^ 
may le»^ ypi|. a^tWJ 9»4 on whom you should sit in Ivdg* 
ment. S^rely it is cle«r tbftt tbe Qo^f^X m\3 ^^PmW ^ 
annpuRpei from the ^Jt^; tili^t ^ priest m^ ^ wrplM^t 
stances, should preach peace and good-wiH ^94 %^t th^ 
the hoqiie qf QqA sboyl4 §vef bp ni|e4 a^ f^ hfop^ pf pjci^er^ 
It wou\d bp pp wonder if « Priest assuming the phATactp? of 
9 political pft^ti^fip sbould Ipse in ypur ey^ ^\ xm^^W^ w4 
aptborit^; ppt oply as ^ politician but a^ a 9fM§t^ pC tb^ 
Gpspel, 

Yo^ sbouH ^ppsiider ^isp ip ji^dgipg of tbi^ «af|ttejr tb94 
all the Prie^t^ are not of tbi& desqriptioii] th#t a 4ivi9PPft 
exists ampujp tbem on the subject— whu^ shpws th^t *^ sqpip- 
thing is rotten in Denmark" — also that the mo/st forward ip 
this e]|^traojrc|ipary business have been tbe youpg ap4 u^^^ 
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perienced ; that it is altogether a novelty and directly op- 
posed to the example of former times ; and finally, that the 
Bishops, after having for some reasons, which should be ex- 
plained, kept in the back ground for too long a period, have 
at length at the eleventh hour come forward and pronounced 
the sentence of condemnation upon this unhallowed inter- 
mixture both in reference to the Priest and to the Temple. 
But I must conclude. I have spoken to you and concerning 
you with candour and above-board. In my Essay I state 
the fact that from the position you occupy in society, you are 
unfitted for the business of legislation ; and in this my 
address I warn you against the dangerous artifices of de- 
signing persons. 

I remain, Fellow Countrymen, 

Your Faithful Servant, 

THE AUTHOB. 
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INTRODUCTORY DISCOURSE, 

Trbland is an unhappy country. . It has been; always a 
prey, to foreign invasions or torn in pieces by internal dis^ 
sentionis. This was the. case before its conquest by England 
under Henry the Second. It was frequently overran and 
ravaged by the Danes and wasted still more by the barbarous 
wars almost, incessantly carried on between the chieftains or 
petty tyrants with whom it abounded. Some authors, who/ 
indeed, appear, to be. over credulous, speak highly of its an- 
cient sanctity and : civilization : but however well founded* 
their statements may be, .it is certain that little traces re- 
mained of either, when England, at the instance of Dear- 
muid M'Murchard, ; one of its provinoialkings, undertook 
to subdue, it. . In ciy il . affairs, all at that period was anarchy 
and confusion ; - Yfluie the manners of the people — ;rude and 
barbarous— rappear to have been but little affected by the 
maxims. of. the iGospel. . Ireland so circumstanced fell an 
easy, prey to England. 

This conquest made little improvement in the state of the 
country ;! which .continued still to be ravaged by the quarrels 
of petty tjrrants, or by abortive efforts on their part to shake 
off the new yoke imposed on them. Yet during all this period 
of outrage and barbarity some form of Christianity was kept 
up; besides that all the belligerents, ^ whether- natiTes or 
foreigners, worshipped at the same altar. This is a proof that 
identity or diversity of religion has not all the weight that 
people imagine in the scale of national happiness or misery. 
The complete subjugation of Ireland, which followed after 

B 
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the Reformation, led to the extinction of one great eyil that 
afflicted the country. It prostrated the petty tyrants of the 
land and subverted their petty sovereignties. This would 
have been a great blow to barbarism and a great stride to 
civilization but that the eflB^t was neutralized by counter- 
acting causes. If all parties happened then to be of one re- 
ligioUy Ireland would perhaps have advanced rapidly in the 
onreer ofimiirDirMiefit. But thid was not the caie; and the 
spirit of religii^tts pMMfcutioo being mhappily the fashlott of 
tile tititeB ftinii»hied new gr^ndi for raMorous divisions ; 
prodtteed nam party animositiei — the peneeutors detested by 
the persecuted, wbiek ktter, if they had had the powen 
wottM no doubt htive imitated the 49xample of the Ibrmer. 
This mtsforhme of Ireland wan not owing to the errors or 
injustice of one party in eontradistinction to the oorteot 
judg^nent and uprightness of the other; but to the blind infa- 
tuation and ignorance of both ; who, indeed, wt^re all total 
strangers to the principles of civil and religioua liberty. 
The Protestants, who imagined that Catholics were idol^ 
ators, considered them on that account fit objects fiir perse- 
cution ; while the Catholics, on their part, were of opinion 
that Protestants deserved similar treatment as being rebels 
to Church authority. This state of opinion and of things 
existed too long. No doubt an improvement has taken 
place. The age of religioas persecution appears to be 
drawing to a close ; yet still it struggles to prolong its exist- 
ence. It is to be feared that even in the present day in this 
devoted country there are Protestants that would petseenle 
GathoKcs and trice WBPsa Catholics that would fain persecute 
Protestants ; that there are many persons of this deseription 
among all ranks and orders, bnt especially among .the lower 
classes; where, indeed, religious prejudices and bigotry 
always take the firmest hold. This description of persons 
are opposed te every measnre haying a tendency to amal- 
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gamate wAo ow body ^ontendiAg roligiomsts or to bring 
them^ into txhrnAly contact. This portion of the community 
will not^ io all liki^hood, be pleaded with the snbjept ^f the 
following traoti nor with the propositions which it a^kf to 
establish* But perhaps thoy will find it mn^k easier to give 
.vent to their antMocial displeasure than to overthrow our 
reasoiMog on thf) subject Thoso people— Catholics and 
Protestanti^-wbOt though upon opposite extremest still, like 
Tory and Itodioal, come to the same con<dnsioii, aie mis- 
takoB both in principlo and in fact In spite of the march 
of human intellect and in opposition to the best inter^sto of 
society, tboy adhere to the old system of religious ii>tple- 
rance-<*thus erring as to priuciple ; and further they take a 
wrong view respectively or they unwittingly draw a carioa- 
tmre of that religion they would £iin proscribe and perse- 
ente— md thus do they err as to faet. 

The system of religious intolerance or persecution^ which 
supposed what is proved to be false-^that diversity in reli- 
gion is incompatible with public tranquillity and which has 
no other tendency but to make men martyrs or hypocrites- 
martyrs of obstinate fools and hypocrites gi knaves— -is ad- 
mitted by all enlightened persons to be utterly indefensible 
and is therefore abandoned by the enlightened statesmen of 
the present day. Supposing then the Catholics to be idol- 
atois, are they to he persecuted ; are they to be molested on 
that account ? Beason with them» argue with them» remon- 
stmte with tbemt convince them of their error ; but do not 
secure them from their idolatry by the sword of the magis- 
trate^ provided they are otherwise peaceable and well con- 
ducted* And, on Uie other hand« why should the war-whoop 
he sounded against Protestants* because they reject tenets 
which they consider false and rites which they deem antir 
christian ! No authority has command over truth or false- 
hood^ over right or wrong; neither is the Gospel to be 



Digitized by 



Google 



12 

propagated or upheld by the severity or the terror of penal 
enactments. No matter what a man's religious creed may 
be, how long-soever or how • short, nothing but his overt 
acts should fall under the cognizance of earthly tribunals; 
nothing should be required of him by human authority but 
to be a good subject or a good citizen. These are the prin- 
ciples which, hidden from the beginning of the world, have 
been brought to light in latter times; and which, if well 
understood, and generally recognized and duly ' acted on, 
would prove the true principles of political regeneration to 
unhappy Ireland. 

Further, these anti-social beings not content with clinging 
to the exploded system of religious persecution, misrepresent 
also, or caricature — unwittingly no doubt— the religion to 
'which they are respectively opposed. They conjure up in 
their imagination some frightful phantom to which they give 
existence ; which, of course, they hate and which they fain 
would persecute. Misrepresentations in religion have done 
incalculable mischief to mankind. Christianity which offered 
salvation to the world and preached good will to all, was 
misrepresented by paganism ; and therefore made the object, 
for several centuries after its commencement, of a series of 
bloody persecutions. Tacitus confounded the Christians with 
the Jews ; whom, in conformity, of course, with the prevail- 
ing opinions, he characterizes as the foes of the human race; 
or as holding in detestation all other people of the earth. 
This charge was made against them because they refused to 
join in the religious or superstitious rites of other nations. 
No sect ever appeared since the foundation of the Church 
that was not made the subject of calumny and misrepresen* 
tation. The zeal of the combatants respectively carried them 
too far— they fastened upon unguarded or detached expres- 
sions, listened ' to groundless tales, took their stand upon 
solitary cases and made the multitude answerable for the 
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sins and errors of individvals. Enmity; mtilicey party spirit 
(which seems congenial to mankind), eagerness tor triumph, 
will scarcely, ever allow fair-dealing with an adversary. All 
this was folly exemplified in the long and rancorous disputes 
between Arianism and Orthodoxy. The great question was 
not to ascertain in what the respective doctrines differed— 
and the difference was small — but which party would gain 
the upper-hand — to the utter ruin and extermination of the 
other. Arius, notwithstanding all the abuse that was heaped 
upon him, led a blameless life ; and some of the most learned 
men of his time and who did not fall under the brand of 
heterodoxy, maintained that his doctrine might be explained 
in an orthodox sense. In the Council of Florence the Greeks 
and Latins, who had been so long opposed to one-another, 
came to an agreement upon points of doctrine ; though each 
pretended still to adhere to their former opinions. The dif- 
ferences or apparent diffidences were explained awny ; and 
it was admitted that the schism between the two. Churches 
was owing to a mbnnderstanding on. the part of each res- 
pecting the doctrines of the other. They came' to thiit 
amicable conclusion when the supposed points ^ of difference 
were calmly and . dispassionately investigated; although 
it had been previously supposed and for a lengthened period 
too that the split between the Churches involved the i very 
essentials of Christianily. But the misfortune was that the 
amicable termination or. decision of the Council did not pro- 
duce a lasting effect. It was soon disregarded ; the old mis- 
understanding again revived ; and the breaph, which should 
have remained closed and been forgotten, became wider 
than ever — a proof among many others that, mankind have 
a particular predilection for disputation and warfare. 
* Soevit amor ferri et scelerata insania belli. 

• AU sword in band rush furious to the fray 
And battling is the order of the day. 
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Tlie Catbolio and Protestiqit religious dp not difier 8P 
widely fron one another as aorae people imyinot who do 
not take the trouble of making the neoesMiry enqnirj or 
who are not ooHipetent to the task. The fandamental prija* 
oiples of both are the same— the belief iq God, the inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures and in the Divinity of Jesns Chrial. 
The respective Liturgies — the Missal wd the Book of 
Common Prayers-bear a striking resemblance to one ano- 
ther ; there is a remarkable correspondenoe in the selection 
and arrangement of the respective ColleetSy Epistles an4 
Gospels for the Year. The practice of confession is alsp 
recognised in the Protestant liturgy as well as that of £Mt^ 
iag and abstinence. The three creeds— or main standards 
qt orthodoxy — are common to both. The ceM^ratico of th^ 
Lord's Supper retains all the essentials of the Mass ; and 
the essential condition required for the worthy reception of 
the BkAj Sacrament— t^nrity of conscience's the same in 
both Churches* Both agree that it is a great sin to receive 
unworthily ; but that the virtue of the body and blood of 
Christ or a superabundance of Divine Grace is conferred 
on the worthy communicant. The difference aa to the 
exact nature of the Sacrament or its invisible contents turns 
prindpally on OMetaphysical questions relatii^ to certain 
aticibnies of matter called substance and acqdent. li we 
except Extreons Unctiouy the Protestants admit all the other 
leading rites of the Catholic Church; though they do not 
give them all the name of Sacraments; of which they only 
admit two, properly so cailed-^Baptiam and the Lord's 
Supper* This makes the dispute rather verbd than other- 
wise. The Church of England concurs with the Church of 
Rome in admitting three essential orders of the hienuDchy-rr 
Bishops, Priests and Deacons. Catholic Divines acknow- 
ledge the subordinate orders to be only of Ecclesiastical 
institution. The dispute concerning papal jurisdiction is 
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mote a question of Church disciptiae than of faith. The 
primaoy of the Pope as to jurisdictioD orer the Unifersal 
Church must be allowed not to be very extensive. For 
what extent of juriklictioia did he ever exerridse over the 
Patriarchates of the east — Constantinople, Alexandria, Jeru- 
salem and Antioch ? The celibacy of the Clergy is adnutted 
on all hands to be a matter of discipline ; and. could not by 
itself form any ground for quarrel between the two Churches. 
Add to all this the sameness or identity of their morality as 
contained in the sacred volume common to both — the Holy 
Scriptures \ and in their respective liturgies^ homilies, ser- 
mons and authorised books of religious instruction and devo- 
tion. The decalogue forms the common substratum of their 
moral code; for the dispute concerning image-making and 
image-worship, if properly considered, is a matter of little 
importance. 

This universal coincidence respecting morals should form 
a bond of union between the great family of mankind. The 
Gospel oi the Christians as to this matter differs very little 
from the offices of Tully or the Manual of Epictetus. All 
religions agree in commendation of the social virtues and in 
the condemnation of those vices that militate against the 
welfare ot mankind. Lactantius — one of the most distin- 
guished of the Latin Fathers — observed^ on seeing this 
happy coincidence, that if the various precepts and maxims 
of the philosophers were collected together and digested 
into one moral code, it would differ but little from Chris- 
tianity* This identity as to morals should form a bond of 
union between all sects and parties. Sublimity, indeed, of 
character an^ more than baseness was never confined to one 
particular class of religionists. Tis high time for all par- 
ties to consider that exact uniformity in religion or in reli- 
gious matters is not to be expected. The experience of all 
past times is a sufficient warranty to come to this conclusion. 
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From the first dawn of the Gospel the Christians have 
been split into sects and divisions. Nicholas, one of the 
Seven Deacons, held strange opinions concerning marriage; 
and many points of disagreement existed in the apostolic 
times between the Jewish and Gentile converts. St. Peter 
sanctioned the peculiarities of the former, St. Ptol those . 
of the latter, both Apostles of course considering their 
disputes of little importance. 

* Scepe rixatar de lanB caprina. 

The most violent polemics are ever found among the half- 
learned and half-witted. The uniformity even of the ortho- 
dox ought to be understood in a qualified sense, the bond 
of Communion was often more apparent than real ; and this 
in regard to the highest mysteries. The term Consubstan- 
tlal omoousios, adopted by the first Council of Nice, con- 
trary to a prior Council held at Antioch against Paul of 
Samosata — ^^was not understood in the same sense by all 
the fathers of the Council nor by their successors. The 
clashing doctrines of Nestorius and Eutiches turned chiefly 
upon words ; which were the sources of endless perplexity 
and division. It would be easy to shew that both doctrines 
were to be found at one and the same time within the pale 
of orthodoxy. The Greeks and Latins long before their 
separation difiered on several points ; and even the Latins 
themselves have been always divided into adverse classes, 
violently disputing about the abstruse questions of grace 
and free will, prescience and predestination. 

Protestants object to many observances or rites of religious 
worship in the Catholic religion, which are objected to like- 
wise by Catholics themselves. Between the enlightened of 
both classes there are not many shades of difference. Pro- 
testants should estimate the Catholic religion not from the 

• Men wrangle oft, they know not why. 
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i^pSnbns or errors 'of tke ignorant^ tukt.from ike dootrines of 
the 'well4nfemied. - The creed of one is c^ much: larger 
dimeasidns thaii that ef the othen Catholic UQiforiiiity in 
respect to .'these two dc^riptions most be considered merely 
to regard certain points ; and, indeed to resemble ( (lie pni- ' 
formity among other classes of religionists. The CathoUc 
Clergy are divided into secular and regular. { th<^ latter 
commonly called; Friars»* in whoflte hands religion, assunijes 
peculiar features altogether. The doTOtipaal exercises pre- 
scribed by them are yery different from those prescribed by 
the secular clergy, who for the most part agree with Pro- 
testants in attaching little value, to Habits, Scapularies, 
Cords, Agnus Dei's^ and the bread of St. Nicholas. No 
doubt the ignorant and the vulgar attach great importance 
to this consecrated trumpery, but the secular clergy and the 
well informed of the laity turn it into ridicule, and yet do 
not on that account cease to be orthodox^ The only rational 
groAcind of complaint on the part of Protestants on this score 
should be that the Catholic Church permits such things; 
but to be persuaded at the same time that the Catholic 
religion rests upon a different foundation. It may also be 
expected that <aa amendment will take place in these matters. 
This is the age for alteration and improvement. The 
Catholic Church, has altered her precepts respecting fasting 
and abstinence, retrenched a number of Festivals, imprpved 
her liturgy^ apd made many corrections in her Breviary and 
books of devotion. All this corresponds to the principles of 
Protestantism, which supposed that the Catholic religioQ, as 
it was generally understood and practised, stood in need of 
retrenchment and reform. Protestantsshould hail this advance 
towards them as an omen of still further approximation. 

No class of Catholics should condemn Protestants on the 
score of differences in religion. They Ought to attach great 
importance to the remarkable coincidences that happily 
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stibsist between all parties. Protestants do not pray to tiba 
Saints; bttt then tkis is admitted to be a superinous or nnne" 
cessary species of devotion* to the practice of wbieb, eonse- 
qneiitly, no one is bound. They have abolisbed the Mara, 
that is to say, they have rejected the term itself, and they 
have retrenched many of the ceremonies of ditfaie wonfaip, 
perhaps without stiffieient cause. But it abould not be 
imagined that they have nothing to say in jiMtifieation of 
this retrenchment. What Catholics call the Massi ThtoteB^ 
tants call the celebration of the Lord's Supper — the identi- 
cal appellation it originally had« It should be considered 
also that the celebratioR of this rite was very different for- 
merly from what it is now. In the first ages the fiucharist 
br the Lord's Supper was celebrated with the utmost simpli- 
city.+ In process of time prayer was added to prayer and 
ceremony to ceremony, until at length by repeated additions 
and improvements it assumed its present appearance. Tl^ere 
is not even still a perfect uniformity in this particular. The 
Mass of the Dominicans has its peculiarities and is less 
complicated than the Mass in general use. The same may 
be said of several particular Churches on the Continent. 

The general belief of the people is that the Mass was al- 
ways what it is now ; and that the retrenchments made by 
Protestants were mere novelties. This belief is owing to 
their ignorance of Church History and because they do not 
make the necessary enquiry. It was not until after the 
lapse of many ages that the elevation of the Host was pre- 
scribed or that the festival of Corpus Christi was instituted, 
or that processions in honour of the Sacrament were ordain- 
ed. If a Priest were now to celebrate Mass without elevat- 

• Mllner. 
t Pope Gregory in Book 7, Epistle 63, bas these words : '* Mos .^postolorum 
fuit ut ad ipsam solammodo orationem ddminicam oblationis bostiam consecra- 
rent.'' Tbey merely added the Lord's Prayer to the words of consecration. 
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ing tlie Hodtin unitfttioti of attiiquiity«^wiii6h is acknowkdg- 
ed to be the great g«ide ia mat(er& of religjon — be would not 
oidj 4Mmadaliie the congregalioa but eren rmi tbe riek of 
being fOugUy bandied. Tbe Prolefltants negleet tbis cere- 
aony. BtH then me bow tbe cose stands. It it certain tbat 
in tbe ancient Chiupcb,4n tbe Apostolic times, in tbe early 
ages, tbe oereaio«y of elevating the Host at Mass or at tbe 
celebration of tbe Lord's Sapper, was neither practised nor 
known : wbenoe it fellows tiuit tbe suppression of the ceie*- 
BMmy was in accordance with antiquity and opposed to what 
nuty be termed a modem innoration. 'Tis Jevident fimn this 
that Protestant* in this junrtieular ba^e a show of reason at 
their side, fiMr which they sboidd get credit* Jknothor rea^- 
son why ill4nfonaed Catholios are loud in the condemnation 
of Protestants is their refusing to aokaowledge the infalli^ 
bility of the Boman Catholic Church. Yet this is a necessa^- 
ry consequence of their belief that she gives a sanction or a 
permission to error. Let us examine this question a Mttle. 
Tbe common notion people entertain oi infidHbility is that 
wbats«rer h taught and prescribed by the Church is conform* 
able to truth and drrine revelation. This notion cannot be 
correct, for the people are taught through the medinm of in- 
dividuals, who may and do inculcate many eirors and super* 
stUaons. This infallilulity should be siqppoeed to esctend to 
whaterer is embodied in religion by Church authority. Y«t 
Am is not tbe case ; to prove which it is sufficient to refer to 
the Boman Breviary*^tbe office book of the secular Cleigy 
--Hrbich contains old women's tales in abundance. There is 
also a vwcketf of otiier Breviaries sanctioned by the Church 
teeming with fables. This narrows considerably the bound* 
aries of infiillibility. We may go farther. There are some 
Collects in the Church Service founded on apocryphsl sto- 
ries. All this makes against the recdved notions of infhUi- 
bility. The feast of the immaculate conception of the Virgin 
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founded on the doctrine that the Virgin Mary came into th^ 
world untainted by original sin« Yet this doctrine, has been 
rejected by Catholic theologians. . This looks like an incoo- 
ftistency. > In the middle ages far .an immense period. a vast 
number of spniious works affecting religion and Church. go^ 
vernment past as genuine. The most, fanums were thp de^ 
cretals; which were fidiiicated and employed ; dexterously 
enough td enlarge the boundaries of papal jurisdiction.. The 
decretals purported to be official resicripts of the eady Popes 
regarding the government of. neighbouring and distant 
Churches. Their publication!. consequently gave the {(auction 
of the highest antiquity to the towering. .supr^Aacy. of the 
Holy See. . Church infallibility took.no notice for centuries 
of these spurious documents ; and» what is more. striuige> the 
deception itself proceeded from the very source or centre of 
infallibility. . The Church did not always appear to .know 
the exact boundary of her own jurisdiction.; .She suffered 
sentence of Qondemnationto.be pronounced on Copernicus 
and Galileo for the discoveries they made in the Solar sys- 
tem. She mistook truths in Astronomy for erxors in. Reli- 
gion; and wandered out. of her province altogether. , It was 
also this same want of knowledge vFeqpectingJker jurisdiction 
that involved her constantly in an ocean of political troubles; 
and made heir imagine that: the whole world owed her in all 
things full and unqualified obedience.; Fnom.all. this and 
many more things, that may. be said» it seems to follow that 
Church infallibility . is of. very. narrow extent and that Pro- 
testants may shew some cause for demuriiqg to it alto^ 
getber. 

It is, however; generally admitted — and here is a.common 
ground, of agreement-r-that the Christian Church is under 
the special protection of an overruling Providence ;.and that 
the great esj^entifil doctrines of Christianity will be preached 



Digitized by 



Google 



SL 

and propagated to the end of time. Some ikeotogiens 
have, as thej think, with good reasons, rejected the term 
infallibility as not applicable to the Church and substitnted 
'' indefectibility'' as a more appropriate term — a term ii»- 
porting merely the permanency and stability of the CbristiaD 
'Religion. Protestants agreeably to the Thirty-nine Articles 
acknowledge Church or hierarchical authority in matters of 
religion— namely — to preach the Gospel/ to administer Sa- 
craments, and to regulate discipline. But they admit no 
authority over articles of faith nor any atithorily whatever 
but with due limitations. For they aver that the perversity 
of human nature, from which ecclesiastics are not exempt, 
manifests itself in sacred as well as profane matters. It may be 
here remarked, that notVrithstanding the constant intercoulrse 
which, if credit be due to the lives and writiiigps of tUe Saints, 
took place between the visible and invisible world. Catholic 
theologians admit that the Church has never received any 
new revelation ; and that she can make no new additiotn to 
the body of doctrine originally revealed afid delivered. This 
opinion agrees in the abstract with Protestantism. But 
there is a difference between the parties when they begin to 
reason on the matter. The Catholics conclude from the 
present io the past, whereas the Protestants conclude from 
the past to the present. However even this difference 
should be qualified; for the Catholic Church permits ques- 
tions to be examined in detail and a priori with a view of 
shewing satisfactorily the conformity between things past 
and present. 

To pursue this question of church differences and agree- 
ments throughout would lead us too far. We trust we have 
said enough here for our present purpose and made it suffici- 
ently plain that there is much less ground than is generally 
imagined for mutual antipathies on the score of religion — 
-hat neither party should imagine that reason and revelation 
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are etttirMy oa flieir owo side'*-4iiat IVotostanto ougbt < 
fully lo diiomwMite, and not lay the errort of the ^norast 
Catholie at the door of tiM eaUf^toned; the lattor of whom 
diibr HMch more from ike former Ihaa they do frmii Pro* 
teatanta tlMMelfei— that the Catholio BeUgion ahoald be 
aepartfted from a nttmbM* of extravagaacies which chaaoe or 
wiokednoM or ia^msture has eiidea?o«red to eafraft on it, 
aad whioht fai the eoame of tim^ aa the world becomea en- 
Ughtened and hnman iLnowledge progressei, may be expected 
gradnally 14 disappear and at length to vanish altogether. 

We trust we have also made manifest that Boman Catho- 
Uos ahoald he slow to .pass an absolute condemnatioa on 
Protestants^ as if they can assign no reasons ftr the retrench- 
ments they have made on the score t»f religion ; or that they 
caimet jtistify the course they pursue in this respect by 
argumente of a very plausible description. Add to this the 
mutaat coincidence or identity that exists in all the leading 
principles or tenets of religion ; and in all the precepts and 
maxims 9i morality. Perhaps we might characterise the 
difference bel^een the two classes in these few words— 
tiiat <me «r#s in pluB, the other in minus ; so that if some 
ffstreachmenit^ took place at one side and some additions on 
the oihe^, both parties^ notwithstanding all their past hos- 
tslities» may be brenght to approximate^ Many great aad 
good men have wished for this happy consummation and 
have tfaeoght it possible. Erasmus thought so, Melancthoa 
thought no, Grotias dwelt with complacency on the sulijeot; 
and Dupin together with many able Divines his cotenq^ 
raries aotaatty watered upsn the great and glorious taii of 
«iectingitk Bat they did not succeed; the times were not 
ripe Sot it; the light of lumwledge^ confined to a lew« had 
not begun yet to diffitse itself among the mass of the peo- 
ple; the sun of religious liberty bad not yet risen on the 
worid. Under such uatoward drcumstances what could be 
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expected I What agreement could take place between sects 
who misrepresented, hated and persecuted one another ? 
But the times are altered, and altered vastly fbr the better. 
The light ot knowledge is diffusing itself in all directions ; 
intolerance is every where flying before the face of religious 
liberty and Christian Sectaries, whom bad laws had kept 
asunder, are now by the enactment of good ones, coming 
together in friendly contact and beginning to amalgamate. 
Is not this the commencement of a new and better order of 
things — a new period in the annals of the world — which, it 
is to be hoped, will proceed with a steady progress, dissipa- 
ting the mists of religious prejudices, exhibiting all things 
in their proper light, and prepstring the minds of all sects 
and parties for the complete establishment of religious sym- 
pathy, charity, benevolence, harmony and peace. 

Ultima cumcei venit jam carmiois setas, 
Magnus ab integro soeclorum nascitur ordo. 
Jam redit et Virgo, redeunt saturnia regna. 
Jam nova progenies coelo demittitur alto, 
The last great age foretold by sacred rhymes, 
Renews its finish'd course : Satumian times. 
Roll round agun ; and mighty years, begun 
From their first orb, in radiant circles run 
The base degen'rate iron offspring ends, 
A golden progeny from heav'n descends. 

DRTDBN. 

A few words as to the following essay. The subject id 
practical and of no little importance in the present critical 
conjuncture. This is the age for alterations and improve* 
' ments in Politics and Religion; society is assuming new forms 
and appearances ; for the better in the opinion of some, for 
the worse in the judgment of others. The Irish Protestant 
Church is undergoing a process of this kind ; and it is sup- 
posed to be in contemplation to place' the Irish Catholic 
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Gburch upon a new foottagh Legislation in this country 
Hntil a late period contemplated the ultimate failure of the 
Irish Catholic Religion^ This idea is given up ; the system 
has changed^ and the hypothesis ojf the permanency of this 
same religion forms now the substratum of legislative enact- 
ments. Its connexion with the state seems a necessary con- 
sequence of this altered state of things ; nor should it be a 
matter of surprize that the guardians of the State should 
seek to have some connexion with a body ; whd, from the 
functions they exercise, must have a mighty influence on the 
morals of the community. Good policy requires there should 
be a Catholic Church Establishment in Ireland ; and every 
true friend to the public welfare should wish for its speedy 
formation. There are many who think differently. T*o them 
we recommend the perusal of the following sheets. We are 
in favour of an establishment of this kind ; ancl we think for 
very substantial reasons. We argue from facts, from the 
relations of Society, from the disposition of man, from the 
nature of religion, but above all from the canons and prac- 
tice of the Church. Our object is to do good, to remove 
the wrong impressions of individuals and to benefit the com- 
munity. No doubt we shall be condemned by many ; by 
certain descriptions of persons who cling to long-cherished 
ideas, who are swayed by prejudices, who cannot bear 
contradiction, who will not acknowledge their errors, or 
who, whether from conviction or for party purposes, have 
taken their stand upon an opposite system. But we hope 
to bring conviction to the minds of some, to make others 
hesitate and at all events to gain the approbation of the mo« 
derate, the rational, the enlightened and the reflecting. We 
have ventured to speak freely and to make statements that 
perhaps will give offence. We fear indeed that some Church- 
men will be provoked and scandalized at the liberties we 
take in this respect. But we think they have n^ade out 
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a case against themselves ; and that we conld not well handle 
the subject otherwise. Yet they should not be angry; for 
the whole drift and bearing of the matter is to improve the 
condition of the hierarchy and to promote the true interests 
of religion. If we have advanced any thing wrong or rea- 
soned inconelnsively, we shall, if the thing be pointed out^ 
be ready to retract or to acknowledge our error. We have 
always spoken our mind fearlesply both on religion a«id 
politics; and we now, without mincing patteirs or doing 
things by halves commit ourselves to the public. 
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CHAPTER I. 

The Catholic Church in Ireland has been now for a very 
long period without any legal provision for the subsistence 
of her Ministers. This deficiency^ however, has been in a 
great measure supplied by the customary contributions of 
their own flocks. Many persons are of opinion that this 
dependent state of the clerical body is conducive to the 
good of religion and should by all means be continued, while 
others on the contrary assert that the interest of religion 
and the welfare of the community would be much better 
. promoted by the formation of a Catholic Church Establish- 
ment. The subject naturally divides itself into two bran- 
ches — the first — ^whether the present system of ecclesiastical 
finance should be persevered in ? And in case not, whether 
a state provision should be substituted ? in order to deter- 
mine the first question it will be necessary to enquire min- 
utely into the present mode of subsistence of the Irish Ca- 
tholic Clergy ; and to see their various and multiplied con- 
trivances to procure or extract money from their con- 
gregations. 



CHAPTER II. 

The nojsy declaimers of the day insist that the Clergy 
should depend for their subsistence upon the voluntary con- 
tributions of their flocks ; for that otherwise they would not 
attend to the duties of their ministry. It is not perhaps 
easy to define what is here meant by the phrase ** voluntary 
contribution." No doubt the money given to the Catholic 
Clergy for their support or for the performance of their 
functions is not paid under the sanction of law. Priests 
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cBaoot take 'iCny legal steps or institute doy civil process- for 
the recovery of Chureh dues. But are all payipents .not 
cbflqieUable by law to be denominited voluntary contribu- 
tions ? Can monies paid through terror or under theinflu- 
ence of public opinion or through a sense .of commutative 
justice be classed under this head? Doubtless many persons 
cheerfully contribute to the support of their Clergy and pay 
without reluctance upon every necessary occasion. Bni, on 
the other hand, very many act a different part— many who 
wdnld, if left to their own free choice^ pay not a single 
stiver into the ecclesiastical treastury. Th^se perspns part 
with their money through terror of public exposure and the 
superstitious fear of sacerdotal hostility. . Church dues m 
short are sanctioned by custom and exacted by an authority 
as powerfiil— perhaps more powerful— than that of the law 
of the land. ' As to the mercenary motive attributed to the 
Clergy by the advocates of the present system we shall 
advert to it at an opportune time hereafter. 



CHAPTER III. 

The mode of exacting clerical dues is quite arbitrary and 
capricious ; fixedness and uniformity are out of the question. 
Almost every thing depends upon the temper and disposition 
of the Clergyman. There are salutary regulatioiis in every, 
diocess respecting Chureh dues as well, as other points of 
Church discipline— put forth by episcopal and synodical 
authority. Specific sums are laid down as .the remiineratiim. 
to-be demand^ and paid for the performance of .such and 
sach leligbus rites-rfor the celebration ot . Marriage, or the 
oUation of the Mass, or the half-yearly administration of the. 
Eucharist. These author^ed exactions as may be supposed, 
are moderate enough, and would not be at all adequate to 
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supply the wants of an aspiring Priesthood. Etery Priest^ 
therefinrei looking to his peculiar necessities or to self-inteor-^ 
est makes the most he can of his mimstry, and multiplies his 
exactions without any reference to statute law^ or episcopal 
authority. Owing to this departure from fixed rules the 
strangest discrepancy prevails even in the same diocess as 
to the Church demands made upon the people. Some 
Priests in consequence of their extravagance or their avarice 
are much more severe in their exactions than others. They 
make higher demands for Christenings, for Weddings, for 
Masses^ for ConiSsssions, for Funerals. It is a fact also that 
the exactions are contfaiually on the increase ; and that the 
main attention of the Clergy appears to be directed towards 
the enlai^ement of their incomes. The dues are now nearly 
double what they were thirty years ago ; so timt^ strange ad 
it may appear, amid the decay of trade and commerce, 
agriculture and manufacture, the revenues of the Irish Ca* 
tholic Church are -in a constant^ steady, progressive state of 
improvement. 



CHAPTER IV. 

This state of things is every where exciting mormurs 
The people exdlaim loudly against such Priests as are re* 
markable for the severity of thehr exactions ; while they are 
loud in dieir commendations of thoae who are moderate in 
their demands. The latter desmption, indeed, is not nu- 
merous and the niunber is not on the increase ^the new 
comers for the most p^t naturally enough seeking fike 
their neighbours fdr an augmentation of revenue. Hence it 
may be expected that the system of caprieious and extraoN 
dinary exaction will soon become general as will also th« 
popular outcry against it. 
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Two observations here very naturally present themselves ; 
the total disregard on the part of the Clergy of the diocesan 
statutes ; and the unaccountable supineness of the Bishops 
in respect to their enforcement. Nothing in regard to 
ecclesiastical finance but discrepance, capriciousness, and 
disorganization. Can all this be for the good of religion ? 
Is it servicable to the character of the Priesthood? Or does 
it promote the piety of the people ? the scenes of former 
times may be acted over again and with more effect. White- 
boyism may appear once more upon the stage. Captain 
Right, or Captain Rock may set himself in opposition to 
clerical exactions of every description, and may venture to 
regulate at once the revenues of both Churches. The peo- 
ple are losing their respect tor the Priests and for Religion ; 
which is now, to all appearance, rendered completely sub- 
servient to the exaction of money. The Priest and his flock 
are continually coming into hostile collision on pecuniary 
matters — the former endeavouring to enforce his demands 
by the dint of terror; the latter paying with the utmost re- 
luctance and quite ripe for shaking off the expensive yoke 
of clerical authority. Thus does the present unseemly state 
of ecclesiastical finance derange Church discipline in respect 
to all orders and classes — the Bishops, the Clergy and the 
People. 



CHAPTER VI. 

It is n q^ e BtJoPt whether^ notwithataading the increase ef 
Ghofoh daes^ the amaont of Church revenues be more than 
what is reasonable. The fact is that even the Priest who 
exacts most has not an extraordinary income. Scarcely any 
parish yields foar hundred per annum; and many a parish 
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does not yield one third of that sum. In general Priests are 
in debt, for two very substantial reasons — the scantiness of 
their incomes and the necessary expenses of their establish- 
ments. In former times the Catholic Clergy lived in the 
most homely style. In their dress, their manners, their 
dwellings, their tables* they stood little higher than the com- 
mon farmers. With a few exceptions they bad no idea 
whatever of high life; of being clothed in purple and fine 
linen and faring sumptuously every day. They needed not 
therefore such an amount of revenue as is necessary for the 
more consequential and more expensive Clergy of the pre- 
sent times. The state of Catholic society and of the Catho* 
lie Church of Ireland is considerably altered. The humility 
or the obscurity of former . times has entirely disappeared 
and is forgotten. The country Priest now copes with the 
country Squire, keeps sporting dogs, controls elections, 
presides at political clubs and sits .''cheek by jowl" at public 
dinners and public assemblies with Peers of the land and 
members of Parliament. Would the former humble stand- 
ard of Church revenues be adequate to the expenditure of* 
men of this aspiring and consequential description ? The 
extraordinary exactions, therefpre, that are so much com- 
plained of are the necessary consequence of the extraordi- 
nary change of circumstances; and if the people, in their 
savage obstinancy, refuse compliance, what follows but that 
the present system of finance being unsuited to the times, 
yet still espoused by the inconsiderate multitude, the matter 
should be taken entirely out of their hands and a new system 
substituted, which would be fully adapted to meet the alter- 
ation that has taken place in the religions and political 
world ? It may be right to observe that in the present de- 
fective state of things the; rich Catholics contribute in gene- 
ral but little. to the support of their Clergy. They pay no- 
thing in proportion to their rank and means. They are 
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extremely d^floiMl ill Uiis respect; so. that the whole burden 
of the Priesthood, as tolhetrsappiwt, rests it may be said on 
the shonldars of the |N>or, iBdastrioas, labouring classes: 
There might be some bonoiuraMe exceptions ; but the gene- 
ral proposition is true. Xn &ct the great folk among the 
Irish Catholics keep aloof firom tho Priests;, and seem to 
care very little whether they are in fomfertable circuin- 
stances or otherwise — whether it is that they do not believe 
in the religion they profess or thkt in the. excess of their 
foppishness they imagine it is administered by very eon- 
temptible personages. However this may be their refasal 
or their negligence in the matter of Church contribution is 
a very serious ondssion and affords a powerful argument for 
a change in the present preposterous system of Church 
finance. 



CHAPTER VII. 

The revenue of the Parish Priest is derived from a 
variety of sources. There are Confession dues. Marriage 
dues, Baptimn dues. Mass dues, and dues for Anointing. 
He is also paid at times for attendance at Funerals. Con- 
fession furnishes the most steady and constant source of re- 
venue. Twice a year he collects confession money under 
the denomination of Christmas, and Easter offerings. The 
mode of making thia collection is not very consonant to the 
spirit of religion. The Priest selects one or two housei^ in 
every plough-land or neighbourhood, where be holds accord- 
ing to appointment what are called ''stations of confession;'* 
and it is required that the families all. about should meet 
him when he comes among them, upon these occasions; 
should make their confessions, receive the Holy Sacrament 
and finally pay the customary dues* It sometimels happens 
that this business is not transacted quietly, If increased 
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dues are demanded — a thing of occasional occurrenee — dis* 
agreeable and sometimes scandaloos altercations ensue* 
Similar scenes occur when individuals attend and crave 
time for payment; while such as absent themselves^ unless 
they send the dues as an apology, are generally made the 
subject of public abuse and exposure. All these things 
take place in connexion with the celebratioii of Mass and 
the administration of two Sacraments — Penance ai^d the 
Eucharist or the Lord's Supper, The association must be 
admitted to be rather an unholy one. If no n^oney was to 
be paid on such occasions^ all things would go on well and 
the whole scene would be religious and edifying. But tfy^ 
intermixture of money transactions and money altercations 
changes the entire scene and proves at once a fatal counter^ 
action to all the previous works of devotion. Most certainly 
the good of religion requires an alteration in this matter. 
But supposing all things to go off quietly and without a 
murmur, is it right that the payment of money should be 
coupled with the administration of religious rites I The 
custom on the face of it bears an unholy complexion. It 
transforms religious rites into m^chantable commodities^ 
which the Priest prices and turns to his own advantage in 
the best manner he can. He gives and he gets quid pro quo* 
This is the appearance of the thing ; and the common peo- 
ple do imagine that they pay their money in lieu of getting 
confession and communion. So deeply indeed, is this per- 
suasion engraven on their minds that they consider them- 
selves exempt from the obligation of payment unless they 
actually get absolution and the Holy Sacframent-— that is— 
value for their money. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Come we now to another item of ecclesiastical revenue — 
marriage money. Marriage is universally acknowledged to 
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he a fa6)y rite; hnt it is numbered bj the Catholic Charch 
among the Sacraments of the new law^ The administration 
oC it therefore should be accompanied by every circumstance 
of solemnity and holiness — to - the utter exclusion of every 
thing of an opposite description. But is this the case? By 
iM> ineansk The administration of this Sacrament or rite> 
generalty speaking) takes place under circumstances by ho 
means conformable to the spirit of rdigion; and all this iti 
o<Misequence of the pecuniary demands made on sttch occ£(- 
sibns. The first thing done» when there is question of mar- 
rying a couple is to make a- bargain about the marriage 
money. This sometimes causes a considerable delay. The 
remuneration or stipefnd prescribed by the diocesan' statutes 
is never thought of for a moment Indeed all statutes 
respecting money matters are a mere dead letter. The 
Priest drives as hard a bargain as he can and ' strives to 
make the most of the occasion^ Marriages are ^sometimes 
broken off in consequence of the supposed exorbitance of 
the demands. All this is in opposition to the intention' of 
the Church and the spirit of religion. It is simony to alf 
intents and purposes — th^t is selling a Sacrament or spiritual 
thing for money; and putting on it a worldly value accord- 
ing to the dictates of avarice and caprice without any refe-^ 
rence to fixed rules or regulations. Brit this is only a pre-' 
Uminary proceeding* Demands of 'money are made upon' 
such as are present at the marriage— at least upon the male 
portion of the assembly^ This gives rise not unfrequently 
to a new and unhallowed scene. The transaction may by 
chance pass off qiiietly; that is when every one contributes 
according to the wishes and expectation of the Clergyman. 
But this does not always happen. In general the demands 
are considered unreasonable and the Priest is disappointed 
in his expectations. Some endeavour to evade the payment 
of any contribution; others give but little and the few that 
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please the Priest are mere exoeptioiis' to the general rale. 
What is the consequence ? The Clergyman after begging and 
entreating for some time to little parpose gets at length into 
a rage, utters the most bitter invectives against iDdividnals, 
abuses, perhaps, the whole company and is abused himself 
in turn, until at length the whole house becomes one fright- 
ful scene of confusion and uproar: and all this takes place 
at the administration of one of the Sacraments of the Catbo* 
lie Church — owing too to the preaebt system of ecclesiastical 
finance. If nothing was to be paid on these occasions all 
this scandal would be avoided ; and the tnarriage would be 
celebrated in a suitable manner. The money part of the 
transaction causes all the Canons of the Churcb touching 
Matrimony to be set at defiance. The publication of the 
banns prescribed by the Council of Trent is neglected: and 
why so ? Because money must be raised for the mainten- 
ance of the Bishop ; to whom belongs the mulct for license 
or dispensation. The pecuniary wants of the Bishop are the 
weighty reasons by which it is said he is moved to dispense 
in the triple publication of the banns of matrimony J^ This 
omission givelS rise to numberless abuses. Clergymen, par- 
ticularly in cities and large towns, are frequently imposed 
on by persons who present themselves for marriage. Clan-* 
destinity is practised witb ease; children get married with- 
out the consent or knowledge of their parents ; and persona 
easily succeed in throwing the Priest off his guard, who by 
reason of affinity or consanguinity or other mutual relation- 
ship labour under canonical impediments. This would not 
take place if money were out of the question. For in that 
case, the banns, as in other countries where there are Chitrck 
Establishments, would be regularly published ; and no ad- 



See Appendix. 
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vaDtage could be takeb of the comparative privacy with 
which the business under existing circumstances may be 
transacted. The baniis^ by i^ht^ should be published and 
the marriage celebrated in the parish Chapel or public place 
of wordhip openly before the congregation* This is the Can- 
eaioal mode^a mode that cannot be observed under the 
present system of Church finance. The necessity or the 
eagemesa for mcMiey and the danger of losing it by delay 
oeeasioBS the Clergyman to dispense in the necessary preli- 
flunaries for marriage.. The Ckurck cnrdera thai those who 
are preparing for marriage shoald approach the tribunal of 
penance and make a sacramiental confession. This ordinance 
is agreeable to the doctrine that Matrimony is <Mie of the 
Sacraments of the new law ; and one of that description of 
Sacraments, which, to be received worthily requires, ac- 
cording to the doctrine of the Catholic Church, the person 
receiving to be in the state of grace.. The preparation for 
Matrimony, therefore, should be similar to that required for 
the reception of the Eucharist or Lord's Supper. This is an 
ordinance very little attended to ; it is in fact gjenerally 
slurred over; and Matrimony itself,, though holding as to 
theory or doctrine the rank and dignity of a Sacrament, is 
administered as if.it were a ceremony having little or no 
cmmexion with religion. The payment of the marriage 
money and oftentimes the plate money in addition is now the 
grand preliminary or preparation. Cupidity is the prime 
agent, and religion, which may thwart its gratification, is 
unheeded and unregarded. Thus does the present system 
of Church finance give rise to every species of abuse res* 
peoting Matrimony both in regard to the clergy and the 
laity — to practices that are opposed not only to the Canons 
but even to the doctrine of the Catholic Church, 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Baptism money— an item that helps not a little to sweH 
the amount of Church nevenae — comes next to be considered. 
Is the mode and manner of exacting tbk contribution con- 
sonant to the spirit of religion or the Canons. of the Cbnrcfe ? 
Baptism is allowed almost uniYersally to be one of the prin- 
cipal Sacnaments of the new law ; and to* be of indispensable 
necessity. It is one of the most solemn rites of the Chris* 
tian Religion* Nothing therefore shoald take plaoe at ti^ 
administration of it inconsistent with the. sanctity that, should 
surround it. In the early ages it was administered with the 
greatest solemnity in the particular Churches at particular 
times or festivals — Easter and Whitsuntide. Every paxtsb 
Chapel or Church. was furnished with a stone font , for the 
baptismal water; and it was : only in cases of necessity 
when danger of death was apprehended^ that Private Bap* 
tism was administered in private houses. This is still the 
casein countries called Catholic ;, where thel ancient Canons 
are respected and the ancient discipline observed. The same 
custom also prevailed ip this country in former times; and 
is still observed by the Protestant Established Churcb. 
The present practice is a mere abuse or innovation — render* 
ed necessary perhaps at first by untoward circumstances; 
but which should cease as a matter of, course when these 
circumstances have no longer existence. Scaroely any infant 
is .at present baptised in the. parish House of .Worship; 
where neitiier font nor any thing else is to be found connect- 
ed with the ancient mode of administering the Sacrament in 
question. The general rule is to. baptize at private bonsesy 
or. at the Priest's bouse or lodgings and under circumstances 
not of a very hallowed description. One leading feature io 
the transaction on the part of the Priest is to get in the cus- 
tomary oJSTering and to swell if possible, its amount. The 
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Father of the infant pays, as they say, for the Baptifim ; 
the gossip money is d^jnanded of the sponsors; who some* 
times amount to four in number and upwards contrary to 
the canons of Trent but not contrary to the pecuniary intpr-* 
ests of the Priest. This money is often demanded previous 
to the administration of the rite ; and if not promptly and 
satisfactorily paid scones of abuse, and recrimination . fre* 
quently ensue; . similar indeed, to what takes place on 
occasion of marries, only upon a smaller scale. Children 
are sometimes sent away without Baptism for lack of money 
and wcMuen remain frequently . a consideraUe time without 
being. Churchedor purified after child-birth (a great evil 
in their eyes) because the Priest has not been satisfied re- 
specting the Baptism money. Intended sponsors are some- 
times excluded, when gossip money is not forthcoming ; and 
others substituted by the Priest — his own servants perhaps — 
to the great discomfort and annoyance of the parents ol* the 
child and his accompanying friends. Thus does the demand 
of Baptism money completely derange the administration of 
the rite itself; and afford matter of scandal at a time when 
nothing should take place but what would afford instruction 
and edificaUon*: If no money were to be demanded on these 
occasions ; if Baptism dues were not coupled with the ad- 
ministration of Baptism what would take place? What 
would be the result I Would not the ancient discipline be 
revived ; Would not this holy rite be administered in a holy 
manner without any unhallowed intermixture of scandal and 
profanation? 



CHAPTER X. 

The Priest derives money from other sources-^from the 
administration of extreme Unction or anointing the sick, 
and from Masses. The custom of anointing, which is 



Digitized by 



Google 



88 

founded upon some passages of St James but of wbieh few 
traees are to be fouud in the early ages of the Cbiurob» is 
eonsjdered in this Country to be of the last importance ; so 
much so that no misfort|ine is accounted greater than for a 
poor mortal to depart this life without its reception. The 
poor family are quite happy if the deceased has been anomted;. 
but are quite unhappy if this should happen not to be the 
case. T^is rite is often administered undermost distreaaing 
circumstances — amid sickness, lamentation^ destitution and 
vant ; yet money is demanded in most cases, particvlariy in 
the Country ; and instances occur of payment being de* 
manded before-hand and eyen of money being pocketed by 
the Priest which had been giveh as alms for the relief of the 
dying. No doubt instances of this description are of rare 
occusrence; but then they never should occur; nor ever 
would occur but for the dependant state of the Catholia 
Priesthood. The demand for anointing money is sanctioned 
by the ecclesiastical authorities ; like the demands for the 
discharge of other clerical functions* It is one of the fixed 
determinate dues; and is in general enforced notwitlurtand- 
ing the awful and melancholy circumstances that acc^npany 
the transaction. Often when the money is not to be had 
bitter words take place in the very hearing and presence of 
the poor dying person. Who will venture to raise his voice 
in behalf of a system that leads to scenes of this descrip* 
tion ? — scenes that must have a direct tendency to mar the 
end and object contemplated in the administration of the last 
rites of religion. Money transactions, which necessarily 
beget evil consequences, should never be coupled with the 
awful business of religion; which indeed, to have its fall 
effect, should stand aloof, pure, unmixed, undefiled, uncon- 
tamius^ted. 
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CHAPTER XT. 

Masses too are priced like other rites of religion. A per* 
son is said to get a Mass or to have Mass said fbr him when 
special mention is made of him by the celebrating Priest or 
wben he is espedally recommended to the Almighty at a 
particular part of the Canon of the Mas3 assigned for re- 
commendations of the kind* This is supposed to prodnce great 
^iritnal and perhaps temporal benefit to the person so re- 
commended. This recommendation is also supposed to 
benefit departed soiils — that is — such as are detained in the 
prison of Purgatory ; and this is the reason wky it is said 
that the Mass is offered for the living and the dead* The 
efficacy of Masses in this respect is one of the most obscure 
points in scholastic theology and requu*es the utmost exer- 
cise of ingenuity to be put in a tangible shape. Tbe general 
notion is that Masses are beneficial in some way — no one 
being able to define exactly in what this benefit consists. 
But the general idea of their eiBcacy in tbe visible and 
invisible world augments considerably tbe revenue of the 
Church. This matter is particularly insisted on at a parti- 
cular season of the year — the Commemoration of all Soub— • 
the second of November. Every effort is them made to 
interest the faithful in behalf of the souls in Purgatory ill 
^der to increase the customary contributions for Mortuary 
Masses. Doctrines are frequently advanced on those oc- 
casions prompted by cupidity — not very consonant to rea^ 
son or the Scriptures; and the congregation is led nrto 
error in order to replenish tbe coff^s of the Priest. The 
love of filthy lucre has done much mischief of this kind in Ae 
Church. Is not the present d^ienden t state of the Priesthood 
in question a stimulus to these extravagancies 8n4 abases ? 
Would an independant Utgh-miDded Priesthood descend to 
such sacrilegious artifices to extract money from the pockets 
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of the ignorant* No doubt impoi^itions of the kind will be 
kept up to the end of time under all circumstances. But 
then let this be the work of perverse individuals ; who by 
good discipline may be detected and punished^ and not 
the result of a system receiving the sanction of Church 
authority. Mass money gives rise to a variety of abuses* 
It is generally supposed among the multitude that the Mass 
of a Friar is more efficacious than that of a secular Priest* 
What has g^ven rise to this extravagant idea? Has it been 
disseminated by Friars themselves ? And why. has it been 
disseminated ? ' Tis said that the state of a Friar is more holy 
or more perfect than the state of a secular Priest. Is it on 
this account that their Mass possesses a peculiar efficacy? 
or is this doctrine of peculiar efficacy propagated for the 
purpose of bringing more Mass money into th^ir own hands 
and giving them the advantage over the seculars in this res- 
pect? Whatever may be said on the subject there is no 
doubt that this latter takes place and that the Friats enjoy 
peculiar advantages in respect to Mass money. The scanti- 
ness of clerical emoluments or eagerness to increase them 
has reduced to a dead letter the Canons of the Church res*- 
pecting private Masses. The Canons require that Mass, eX'- 
cept in very rare instances^ should be always celebrated in 
the parish Church or public place of worship; which indeed 
is set apart and consecrated for that special purpose. Private 
Masses or Masses in private houses are occurrences of a 
very rare description wherever these Canons are in force. 
This is not the case in Ireland and tor obvious reasons— on 
account, indeed of the emoluments arising. The Priest 
more attentive to his private interest than to the observance 
of Church rule labours to procure employment in this way 
and to ei^tablish the custom of having Mass celebrated peri- 
odically ill this or that private house of some respectability 
as a matter of course ; for the poor and the needy are not 
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much taken into account in such matters, although even from 
them something is gleaned occasionally in the way of Masses. 
It not unfrequently happens that crafty Priests make indus- 
triously a voluntary offer of private Masses for the double 
purpose of ingratiating themselves into the favour of indivi^ 
duals and of ultimately establishing for themselves a new 
and regular source of emolument. This is to go in the very 
teeth of the Canons; and is derogatory to the majesty of 
religion. In short the entire system at present pursued by 
the Irish Catholic Clergy as to money matters or matters of 
Church finance is to make the very most of their ministry 
in gross and in detail ; and regardless of consequences, to 
render every part and parcel of religion, whether we regard 
the administration of Sacraments or the celebration of Divine 
Worship, subservient to considerations of self-interest. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Other bad consequences regarding the Clergy themselves 
uTise out of the present system of Church support. They 
are constantly endeavouring to overreach and undermine 
one another. Every man looks to his own private emolu- 
ment> regardless of all covenants or agreements expressed 
or implied. The Curate does not make a fair return to the 
Parish Priest, nor the Parish Priest^ perhaps, to the Curate; 
nor the Curates where a number is associated, to one ano- 
then Every man gets in what he can; and seems to think 
that he would be justified iu appropriating the entire to 
himself. But thi« he cannot do ; for he must make some 
return of his receipts : and this he does — ^but an arbitrary 
return^ maimed, dodked, curtailed. There is no lack of re- 
fined casuistry in this matter* The Curate says he labours 
more than the Parish Priest; and therefore that he is en- 

F 
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titled to more than his allotted proportion of the dues. The 
Parish Priegt, perhaps, will say that the Curate is too well 
paid and that he himself should have a lar^per ditidend ; and 
where there are several Curates together, one will say that 
he is the senior and tfltat he should not be placed on s lerel 
with the others. Sometimes they assign a sweeping reason 
for this ct&ndestine abstraction of the common revenue — 
namely — that the dues being in themselves indeterminate 
and a sort of arbitrary exaction, they are at liberty to make 
an arbitrary return. The consequence of aW this is thnt 
Church revenue has become a mere scramble— every man 
striving to seize upon a larger share and deciding for Iiini- 
self in the appropriation. This is a bad state of things; it 
is a shameful state of clerical demoralization. Common 
honesty is out of the question. Nothing but lies, schemes, 
duplicity, false returns ; so that the simple and the honest 
become the prey of the cunning and the crafty. Does not 
this system of clerical di^henesiy strike at the root of public 
morals ? The morals of the Pastor must have an influence 
on the morala of the floek. Will a driest who has no regard 
to the saered rights of property be earnest in eKhorting the 
people to the praetice of justice and ftiir-deating ? Or will not 
the contagion of his example sthnnlate the evil propensities 
of hanan nature smd spread infection among the wlM^e 
Sock'i Away then witli a system, which leads to all tkese 
destructive consequenees —a system which degrades religion 
and tends directly to demoraliae both the Pastor and the 
Oongtegatton. One refleotien more and we shall be done 
with this part of the iNila^t. Let us view die conduct of 
tlie Irish Prieists this time past as instraeiors of their peo- 
ple. Haf?e they attended to the preasiiing of the Gospel ? 
Have they inculcated the princi^s of the Catholic Beli- 
gton ? Their cengrefgations every where liav« shown an alter 
disregard to law and to the constituted authorities; nothing 
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among them but sedition and insubordination; burning and 
maiming; nuirder and massacre — ^mob-law, in short, the 
greatest of all curses, the order of the day. What did the 
t'riests — the guides and pastors of the people — do under 
these circumstances ? Did they set their faces against this 
unhapj)y state of things ? Bid they preach obedience and 
subordination ? Did they inculcate submission to the autho- 
rity of law ; or aid in preserving the peace and tranquil- 
lity of society ? — all which they were bound to do as Blinisr 
ters of the Gospel and Prie&ts of the Rocuan Catholic Churci\» 
ThiiS is a position that cannot be disputed. It has been 
always the boast of the Roman Catholic Church that she 
teaches her children to observe the laws, to respect the civil 
m^strate and to do nothinginconsistent with the public peace 
and with individual secud^. The Irish Catholic Priests 
have not this time past preached these doctrines to the peo- 
ple. It would be too much perhaps to sty that the Priests 
themselves were the ariganal infttigators of the wsguido^ 
muUitHde. There is no doflibt that many of them aoted jf, 
pr^Hsjinent part in the business^ and the in^pressiott on tk^ 
minds 4^ the opmaien j>6q|de was and is /that the Priests 
gave it their fiill and uBquaUfiad sauatian. But many of 
them yielded rductantly to the toorrent ; and appeared tc^ 
give their appisebatian to that whicrh they in reality oon- 
demned. They went w^ith tbesM^titade iimtead of gukUpg 
the muUitttde; and suffered vel^gion and moraUty to bi^ 
completely turned to^y turvy. What was the cause of ^l 
this ? Mai^y ci|us0s> no doubt, may bei aligned. National 
aadiretigioMs prej^ices might have had a shure^ sectarian 
batced^ cowardice, d general petvemty of BAorals. But can 
it be said that tbeprei^eot i^tate of clerical dependance for 
suf)>ort upon a caprioioues loidtitvhde had no share in de» 
termining this unbecoming conduct on the part of the Irish 
Catholic Priesthood ? The multitude held the strings of the 
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clerical purse; and woe betide the unfortunate Priest wko 
would set himself in opposition to their wishes. As a body 
they became all powerful in this respect. The common cry 
among them was that they would not uphold any Priest, who 
would not back them in their proceedings ; and instances 
could be produced where this threat was carried into execu- 
tion ; and' upright individuals of the clerical body were made 
the objects of every species of injustice and persecution. 
The dread of poverty and of being cast off by those to whom 
they looked for subsistence contributed powerfully to make 
the body at large become mere time-servers and overlook 
the obligations of their sacred ministry. It was a kind of 
general apostacy arising from base considerations of self- 
interest. Accordingly they either preached or countenanced 
lawless combination and suffered the temple to be profaned. 

* '* Dicite pontifices quid in sancto facit aurum." 

Would they have thus deserted the interests of religion and 
belied their own sentiments, if they did not derive their means 
of subsistence from the casual offerings of this same head- 
strong and unreflecting multitude ? If they had nothing to 
fear on this head ; if they were not necessitated to look for 
Marriage Money and Confession Money and Baptism Money 
and Mass Money and Anointing Money from Farmers, from 
Tradesmen and from Labourers, think ye that they would 
not admonish the people, according to the maxims of the 
Gospel and the doctrine of St. Paul, to obey those that are 
placed over us and to be subject to the higher powers not 
only for wrath but for conscience sake ; or would they have 
suffered the house of God, which should be a house of prayer, 
to be turned into a den of thieves? Their state of servile 
dependance, joined to a number of other untoward circuni- 

. ^ 

* '' E^en religion is undeimined by goId.'> 
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stances, made them dumb dogs in Israel ; caused them to 
give up or abuse the exercise of the sacerdotal authority ; 
and to be unmindful of the Apostles, the Prophets and the 
Law. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Let us now proceed to consider the second point — namely 
whether it would be right to establish a State provision for 
the Irish Catholic Clergy; or whether there are good 
grounds for objecting to an establishment of the kind. It 
follows from what has been already said that some system of 
Church finance differeoH^om the present should be adopted; 
which system should render the Priesthood independent of 
the multitude. This implies the substitution of a State pro- 
vision or a provision backed by the authority of civil law. 
But perhaps this is too summary a way of deciding the matter. 
Considerable difference of opinion seems to prevail on this 
important subject. 

The question may be viewed either in a general light, that 
iSy in the abstract, or in reference to the Church in general; or 
it may be viewed in a particular light as respecting the case 
of the Irish Catholic Church . It appears to be much the fash- 
ion at the present day to find fault with all Church Establish- 
ments. Religion it is said should never be coupled with the 
State, nor should the Priesthood rest for support on the 
authority of law. In making this observation we confine 
ourselves to these countries — to the British Empire. The 
dissenters from the Church by law established are, naturally 
enough, the great advocates for this doctrine ; among whom 
may be classed many others who do not fall under that de- 
nomination. All these appear to view with jealousy the 
great advantages enjoyed by the Established Church ; which 
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aecordkigly th^y wish to bring on a level with theiiiaelve» 
by the degtractioa of iti temporalitieit. Self-interest too 
^iightegg thiMQ oa in the business. The destrupUei^ 4»f 
Church property might prove the means of augmentwcr 
their own. It is possible therefore that in advocating the 
abolition of Church Establishments they do not rest their 
opinion exactly on the merits of the question, but are influ- 
enced perhaps without perceiving it by considerations or 
motives of selfishness and cupidity. Let us take the ques- 
tion per partes. Will they go so far as to say there should 
be no Church property ? No ecclesiastical endowment i No 
legal provision of the kind either public or private? Will 
they place a law on the statute book to bar the religiouf^ 
benevolence of individuals ; to prevent them, suppose, from 
establishing houses of worship and preachers of the Gospel 
where from the paucity or poverty of the congregation 
Christianity would otherwise be a dead letter? Or is the 
Church to be ignominiously stripped of the right of accept- 
ing the benevolence of her devoted children? Is the Lord 
of the manor not to be allowed to leave a house or a garden 
or a rood of land in perpetuum for the use and benefit of the 
parish Clergyman? Is the Christian hierarchy or the Priest* 
hood, contrary to all the rights of freemen and citizens both 
in regard to themselves and others, to be only allowed the 
privilege of perpetual beggary and dependance? Will any 
class of dissenters go so far as to maintain all this ? We 
venture to say — no; and yet they must be prepared to do so 
or give up the question. For the commencement of an 
establishment may be formed by the piety and bounty of a 
few individuals; and doubtless this was the mode in wbieh 
Church establishments originated;^ the good example majf 
be followed by others ; successive augmentations and ex* 
tensions may take plape until at length the independauca 
of the Church for support^ guaranteed of course by law, 
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-wotrtd be foHy and completely established. The Dissenters 
may higgle at the amount ; they may check the increase ; 
tfcey may seek to stop its progress ; they may endeayonr to 
turn into another course the swelling tide ot religious bene- 
volence; they may labour to prevent the Ch arch from be- 
coming rieh. But what would all this come to ? Their argu- 
ments or their endeavours would not be in opposition to a 
Chiircb Esteblisbment, but to its particular mode of for- 
mation; not to its substance but to its accidental qualities. 
But let us proceed. That which may be lawfully done by 
individuals may lawfully be done by the community at 
fetrge ; by the legislature, by the government, by the 
State — the very thing against which our Dissenters are 
most vociferous in their exclamations. But this supposes 
the community at large to be of one religion ; which is 
far from being the case in this diversified Empire. The 
endowed Church comprises but a section of the people 
very iitfle If at all exceeding in number the dissentient 
portion of the population. This however was not always the 
case. It is very provable that when the Church was first 
endowed and connected with the State there were no schisms 
or divisions respecting religion in the British Dominions. 
Cireumstanoes, indeed, have greatly altered since that time. 
A unity of sentiment no longer prevails on the subject of 
religion. The kingdom' is completely divided against itself 
in this respect ; it is divided and distracted ; so much so in- 
deed that reKgion itself, notwithstanding all the veneration 
to which it is entitled, appears in danger of being trodden 
under foot amid the maliciouts rage of contending sectaries. 
Bnt let us not stray from our suject. The Dissenters 
Irish \6 strip the Established Church of its endowments.' 
If there were no dissentients there would not be a murmur. 
Bnt because many have seceded from the Establishment/ 
whether for good reasons or foir bad, we shall not now 
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enquire^ an outcry is raised against these endowments and a 
demand is made for their total abolition. This is to proceed 
at once to extremities; to transgres, indeed, all the rales 
of logic, consistency and moderation. Circumstances haye 
changed ; should religious endowments be therefore abolish-> 
ed ? — ^And Church property given to those who possess no 
title to it ? By no means* Nothing more can be required 
in this case than to alter or amend the appropriation ; to 
make such a disposition of the endowments as that the gene- 
ral object originally contemplated should still be accomplish- 
ed — the religious benefit of the community at large. But 
when and under what circumstances thb new appropriation ^ 
this division or subdivision of Church property should take 
place, must of course be a point of the utmost difficulty to 
determine ; and from its complication and the variety of in- 
terests involved, must require, like all other questions that 
affect the community at large, the slow, steady, calm delibera- 
tion of the legislature. It is always hazardous to meddle 
with the existing order of things. Wild politicians think to 
do every thing at once per saltum. But all jurists and phiio* 
sophers affirm — and experience proves the justice of the re- 
mark — that great national changes should be effected by slow- 
degrees. Is it because a body of persons through ignorance 
or caprice or obstinacy or enthusiasm take it into their heads 
to become seceders from a Church Establishment founded 
and rooted in the hearts and affections of the people at 
large, that an inroad should at once be made upon the pro- 
perty of this same Church ? Or what is still more extrava- 
gant that the property should change owners altogether Z 
Would it not be more reasonable in the first instances to 
wait awhile and see if this secession would acquire perma- 
nence and consistency; or, what would be more desirable^ 
whether the seceders themselves reconsidering their act may 
not return to their former way of thinking, abandon their 
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conventicles and rejoin the old Establishment ? Should not 
the legislature hesitate and pause in a case of this kind? 
Is it right to encourage divisions in religion a priori ? —Di- 
visions that always multiply beyond calculation the miseries 
of mankind. Let a cas<^ of moment be first made out. Let 
their be real, substantial sections or divisions in the commu- 
nity respecting modes of religious worship— disjoined from 
each other by permanent walls of separation— and then 
it will be for the government or the legislature to arrange a 
new distribution of Church property* But it by no means 
follows that the State should throw all claimants overboard 
indiscriminately; and plunge them into one frightful abjrss 
of misery and destitution. 

Passing opinions got up on the spur of the moment or to 
effect some mischievous purpose should not be taken muchinto 
account'. Opinions of this kind are only the madness of the 
hour. The Dissenters of former times entertained no ho»- 
tility to Church Establishments, whatever might have been 
their dislike to this or that particular Church. In Scotland 
where having first upset the ancient establishment, they 
afterwards rejected the Protestant Episcopal Church, they 
took good care on the ruins to form a Church Establishment 
of their own ; and exceedingly troubled they were that the 
endowments to which they succeeded or which wer^ accorded 
them were so scanty: and that Aey were not put into full 
and complete possession of the ancient ecclesiastical patri- 
mony. They even made many fruitless efforts to recover 
the portion withheld and frequently denounced in all the 
extravagance of enthusiastic declamation the criminality of 
those lay-men who retained in their sacrilegious hands the 
goods and chattels appertaining to the Church of God. The 
Dissenters of the North of Ireland were satisfied that their 
Ministers should receive the regivm donum; and to speak in 
general, Protestantism, which dissented from the Church of 
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Jtomey wherever it suceeded in establisking itself upon the 
ruins of the Iatter,,made no scruple in seizing upon and enjoy- 
ing its temporalities, iphe Dissenters of the present d^y or a 
certain class of them are men of a new formation ; enlighten- 
ed no doubt and through pure philanthropy, wL^hing to en- 
lighten a benighte^d world. .T.his JLs a^l very fine. But it is 
to be feared that theiicjiiflr'^^ is a pere ignis fqtuus which may 
les^d them ipto all the mazes of error and extravagance, fit is 
^aid that the 3tate should have no controul over the Church 
and that every particular congregation .^houjld manage 
their own Church j^ffairs. This is a matter of tas^e on the 
part of the J)isseuters and it may be bad ta^te too. Their 
Church is completely democratized and the ]t|inister or 
. Faster is at the mercy and under the controul of the con- 
gregation.. To insist upon this being adopted generally is to 
insist that a}l Christians should give up their present notions 
of religion and adopt the system of our new light Dissenters. 
.This is rather an unreasona;ble demand. Besides if, the State 
and Church b^ one; or if the ^tate be a part of the Church, 
why i^hould not the former, according to the very.s,bewing of 
the I)issenters, have some influence over the latter? The idea 
of the J)issenters is quite in character : it is in opposition to 
the general amalgamation of things aivi leads to notfiing bqt 
schisms, sects and divisions. !Every thing with them must 
come from the: multitude, that many-headed, fickle, capri- 
cious, inconsistent, anomalous, tyrannical monster. But 
Bishops should be excluded the JSouse of Peers and not suf- 
fered, to have any hand in the work pf political, legislation. 
Why so t Legislation must be admitted to be a concern of the 
last importance ; involving the interests and affecting ^be 
morals of the community, ^ay not the episcopal body 
afford great service in a business of this kind ? They should 
be supposed to be men of integrity, men of religion, men of 
, learning, men of great experience ; men, in ^bort, every 
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way qu^ified to judj^e what laws^ what regulations, may 
tend to promote the public welfare. Why then should they 
be prohibited from taking* a part in th^'se important trahsac- 
tioii^? Or woiild it hot, in fact» be an injury to the com-, 
munity ahd afford matter of jUst complaint, if such wise and 
upright perisonages were contumeliously excluded from the 
deliberations and' decisionis ' of the legislature— or the Ra- 
tion deprived of their services uplbn such momentous occa- 
sions? But they should attend to the cure of souls. This 
is all cant, hypoprisy and nonsense. Is not the salTation of 
souls connected with morality? And are not good or bad 
mdrals connected with the business of legislation ? Are 
Bishops for ever to remain withiii the precincts of th^ir 
dioceses and never to comie together and see what measures 
may b^ in progress affectiiig all the particular congregations 
or churches over which th6y are appointed to preside : and' 
whose g^Eieral aiid particular interest it is their' duty as it 
should bb their 'wishes to promote? But this cry fot the 
expulsion of the Bishops from the house of Peers comes na*- 
ttt^ally enough from those who' thirst for the extinction of 
the whole episcopal body. 



ciiAWfeK xlit. 

The Dissenters argue in a very ran^bling way altoge- 
ther on this subject. They s^y that in the first centuries of 
Christianity the Chiirch had no connexion with the State. 
This was the golden age of religion, when the Gospel was 
duly preached and the Sacraments duly administered. It 
should conseqiiently be taken as a pattern and copied after. 
No doubt they consider this, argtament qiiite. conclusive, 
Bui such is not the case. During the three first centuries 
of its exisitence the Church had nocohnexicm with the State. 
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This is a fact. But why ^i How did the Church stand 
during that bloody period in regard to the State— that is ta 
say — ^in regard to the Roman goTernment ? Had she not to 
undergo a frightful series of persecutions with very little 
intermission or breathing time? How could she form any 
alliance with her unrelenting enemy and persecutor ? . The 
thing was impossible, the supposition would be absurd. If 
the State happened to be Christian all that time ; and that 
the Church, notwithstanding, kept aloof, then indeed the 
argiunent would haye some weight ; but to quote her as an 
example for necessary imitation in a matter where she had 
no liberty of choice, has no semblance of reason or argumeut. 
But what makes completely against the Dissenters in this 
matter is that as soon as the State became Christian or ra^ 
ther partly Christian ; when the Gospel made its way to the 
throne of the Cesars, the very alliance took place which 
they so much deprecate. The conversion of Constantine the 
Great was the signal for drawing forth the Church from its 
persecuted obscurity and associating it in all the concerns 
both temporal and eternal of the Roman Empire. Is it to 
be supposed that if, more than a century before, Antoninus. 
Pius and Marcus Aurelius and the great body of the Roman 
people had embraced Christianity, the Church would have 
refused to enter into this invidious alliance; or that those 
great men would not have interposed their influence and 
authority for the benefit and triumph of true religion? 
Curious reasoners indeed are these anti-establishment gen* 
try. They quote the discipline of the three first ages as a 
pattern for our guidance — that is — respecting the alliance 
of Church and State. Why do they not take this dis^ 
cipline as a pattern in other matters ? Why have they not 
a hierarchy in all its regular gradations, such as had exist- 
ence in those primitive times? Why have they not like 
those early Christians the order of Bishops to decide inde* 
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pendently of the laity and th6 inferior clergy all disputes 
and controversies jrespectiog religion^ morality and Church 
discipline? Why do they not receive the Apostles' Creed 
into their liturgy? Why do they not copy after the primi- 
tive Church in these points-— points that were not afifectc^d 
by any thing outside of Christianity? And yet they would 
fain persuade the world to copy after her in that point of 
her discipline which was the result of dire necessity; and 
which very point she gave up or. abandoned so soon as an 
<^portunity presented itself. We now wish the Dissenters 
joy upon their argument against Church and State alliance 
founded on the example of the primitive Church. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Let us pursue the matter a little higher up, and, losing 
sight of Christianity for the. moment, have recourse to the. 
Jews — the children of the ancient covenant. Our modem 
Dissenters seem to. think that true religion must of necessity 
shrink with abhorrence from all contact with worldly pomp 
and dignity. How does this idea square with the promulga- 
tion of the Levitical Law ? They wish to decide every thing 
by the authority of the sacred writings, (although their silly 
appeal 'to the example of the primitive Church is an un- 
lucky deviation from this favourite rule.) Be it so. Are 
they borne out by the sacred writings in. their favourite plan 
of raising an eternal wall of separation, between Church and 
State .^ Was not Moses at once the prophet and law giver 
of the Jews? This people were called the people of God. 
Every thing regarding their civil and ec4^)esiastical polity 
was regulated by the directions of the Blost High. Were 
these two departments kept separate and asunder ? Was an, 
impassable wall of separation raised be.tween them ? Quite 
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the coDtraory. Their Church and State, their Religion and 
thdr Liiw were amalgamated, were blended tt^ther, were 
one and indivisible. Let them go ap still higher if tbey 
wish, up to the times of Abraham and Melchiaedech; * the 
latter of whom was a Priest of the Most High and at the 
same time King of Salem — uniting in his own propet person ' 
the regal and sacerdotal dignity ; a most remarkable example 
of the most intimate alliance between Church and State. 
So much fbr the general question as to Church Establish- 
ments. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

It remains for us now to examine the question in particu- 
lar — that is — ^in reference to the Irish Catholic Church. 
The popufar cYj touching thb matter has not been always 
the same. The Irish Catholic hierarchy or IViestfao<>d have 
bebn bttndied about in a curious m'anher thdse la^t thirty 
yeard In'tegaM to politics or State affairs. The multitude 
pradtlMd uyKJ^n by^ political declaimeirs have falfen iiito gr^at 
extrataga^ciei Irespedting Church aflhirs. They havd pte- 
sdiib^d^'aifcbt^iiig'to their whims or fdnbies or to siHtthd 
pttrpol^esof faction, contradictory obligations on thtir Priiest- 
fado'd'.' It w'li^ 'universally mainlkihed 'some yearly since that 
thb saceVdotal'Ibody- should have' nothing td do Vith politics 
btit'sb^tild' ccbfine themselves exclusively to the exet'cis^ 
of*th4i)r mibilsterial ' functions. Tins co'rresponded to the 
8]f6ieAi 6f 'out m6dem Dissi^nters. An odtbry < was raii^ at 
t^at tiidib agniiiiSit' the 'Pope bfansetf becauffe' he was a tenfpd- 
r&l'PHnce and the act of Buonaparte in stripping' ^him of 
hIk'ddminibbiSvWconsidered quite Gonfo'rmable to' the inte^ 
r^slM of relijgtob. The Clergy accordingly at that period 
kefiCns a bddy out of the arena of politics^of every descrip 
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tion. They could not take part in the politics pf tb? >State, 
which frowned upon and excluded th.Qjn; nor in th^ politics 
of their own body or congrega,tiQn who denounced all such 
clerical intermeddling. Under thesp cirpumsfWQ^s.it.was 
wise in them to ke^p aloof and direct their attention solely and 
entirely to .the iminediate concerns of religion. Their con- 
dition from friends and foes was much the same as that of 
the primitive Church in reference to the government or 
ruling powers of pagan Borne. They w^re the creatnres 
of necessity and expediency. Tbi^ state of things bowever 
did not long continue. The changeling multitude veered in 
their opinion ; or they adopted the new doctrine of political 
spouters. It was now held that Priests ought to attend to 
temporal things as well as eternal ; that it was incumbent on 
them to look minutely after all the concerns of the body 
politic and second with all their influence and energies, in- 
dividually and collectively the " Patriots " of the day in all 
their eflTorts desperate or otherwise to correct the errors of 
the State and to remedy its ajt>uses. This consist^^t declara- 
tion was backed by.siagh demonstrations of hpstji}ity agaJQ}!^ 
non-contents and such .th/i^al^ning denianQiatfQ|i|^ thi^t i\(f 
Priests at once assumed a new cl)araQt^qr, appealed i^^d^r ft 
two*fold capacity and blend§^ tpgetfaer religion and pftxtj 
politics. They passed, with ams^zing facility tpo, froqi 
one extreme to another. But let us proceed. T\ip g^f|t 
argument used in justifict^tiop of all t(iis was that tji^ 
Priests, notwithstanding the sacjredneijfs of their ord^r^ ^ere 
still citizens; and therefore equally interested with otl^ers 
and. equally bound to see that bad laws were abrogated anfl 
good laws exacted. Xhe wqnder is that tl^is reasoning >egs 
not adoj)ted from the beginning* Wh^t dq^s all tl|^ l^xoyfi 
in reference to the quei^tion in hands ? I make ifjise of an 
argumentum ex amcessis. Dpe^s it pot prove th^t the eccle- 
siastical power should not as a niatter qf course stand alqp/ 
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from the civil ; and that they possess a common interest, and 
a common bond of alliance? — unless indeed the matter be 
absurdly qualified by saying that the Church should ally 
herself intimately to the factious and the turbulent, who 
generally disturb the public tranquillity; and form no con- 
nexion whatever with the constituted authorities, who labour 
incessantly to uphold it. This de facto is the very thing they 
insist on. How then stands the case? First of all they 
would have the Church keep aloof from all civil affairs as an 
indispensable obligation ; and then flinging this doctrine to 
the winds, they would have this same Church identify her- 
self not with civil order but civil disorder. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

A DECLAMATORY DIGRESSION BY WAY OF RELlEI'. 

It has been held by some philosophers that the savage is 
the natural state of man ; and that all the civilized nations 
of the world emerged originally from barbarism. In the 
time of Alexander the Great when arts and sciences, trade 
and commerce flourished among the Greeks, the nations of 
the west, Germany, Gaul, Spain and Britain were rude and 
uncultivated^ An intercourse with the Greeks contributed 
to humanize Italy ; which by degrees conquered and civil- 
ized the barbarians of the West. The Greeks themselves 
originally barbarous owed all their social improvements to 
the Egyptians, whose country appears to have been the 
original seat of civilization ; but who, no doubt, once, barba- 
rians themselves, were reclaimed and cultivated by the la- 
bours of some extraordinary individuals ; perhaps by Menes, 
Osymandrias, Sesostris, Mercurius Trismegistus. Extra- 
ordinary individuals in every country, most of whom acquired 
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theb:kiiow ledge by. travel and observations, assisted in this 
great Work. In the Jfe'w World when it was first discovered 
little more tliian three centuries ago, it was found that tiie 
iehabitants were most part in a rude, savage state ; nothing 
among them bnt the grossest ignorance and barbarity. In 
Mexico and Peru only some progress was made towards 
civilization ; although' even there human victims were con- 
stantly iJnmolated to their Gods. Still, comparatively 
speaking, they were civilized, and in a state, an imperfect 
state to be sure, of social organization. This change among 
them was brought about, according to their own traditions 
by the appearance originally among them of some few 
strange mortals, whom they reckoned divine; and who, 
having succeeded in collecting together the scattered tribes 
of savages, instructed them in husbandry and other arts of 
civilized life. The Mexicans and Peruvians revered them 
as Deities; resembling in this the Greeks and Romans, whb 
placed among th^. immortal Gods all such personages as had 
proved themselves to be the great benefactors of mankind. 
Indeed every individual of this description should be consi- 
dered as influenced by some divine spirit. 

If we look to the sacred writings we can never at any 
period judge very favourably of the bulk of mankind. How 
stood the case previous to the Deluge in the days of Noah? 
*' The earth, saith tlie Lord, was filled with violence," Ttey 
were all savages and of such an incorrigible description too, 
that only one solitary family on the face of the earth was 
accounted worthy to escape the vial of destruction which 
God in his wrath poured down upon the world. What 
happened subsequently to the Deluge when men again mul- 
tiplied? They felKat once into the grossest errors and- ex- 
travagancies ; and this state of things would have become 
absolutely universal but for the continued special interposi- 
tion of Providence in favour of one family or one nation; 
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. ftnd even that same people, notwithstanding all Uie advantages 
they enjoyed of supernatural instruction, frequently exliil»ted 
like the rest of mankind, the obstinate wildness, savag^e- 
ness, ignorance, cruelty and perversity of human nature. 
In what state was the mass of mankind when the light of tli« 
Gospel began first to shine upon the world? Ignorant and 
vicious and most part uncultivated in the extreme -slaves 
to the greatest extravagancies and impositions both in reli- 
gion and politics even in the best regulated communities — 
mere dupes to political craft and religious imposture; or 
mere machines to be used ad libitum by the few whom chance 
or successful contrivance might raise to command. In fact 
the great bulk of mankind were treated as mere children 
and the great point with their rulers was how to keep them 
peaceable and quiet and attentive to the various employ- 
ments assigned them. The slaves in the Boman Empire-- 
^hat is — the crowd that performed the drudgery and menial 
offices of life and who breathed in a great measure at the 
nod of their masters, formed a large proportion of the ag- 
gregate population. The same may be said of ancient 
Greece with all its. boasted civilization ; and as to the com- 
monalty in other more barbarous or less civilized countries 
they were generally speaking valued as mere animals of 
labour or mere instruments of revenge. 

The establishment of Christianity which was the work of 
several ages contributed to tame the ferocity of the masters 
but did not raise the slaves much higher in the scale of so* 
ciety. The Canon law, which was supposed to be in con- 
formity with the Gospel, annulled the marriage of a freeman 
with a slave ; and even decreed that slavery was transmit- 
ted, like original sin, from the parent to the offspring. Par- 
tus sequitur ventrem was a maxim of the Canon law. In 
the feudal times when by the successful irruption of the 
Goths and Vandals and the destruction of the Western 
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with Christianity — what did society consist oCJbnt chief- 
taioa and vassals and serfs ; the last of whom were the mere 
nt»ini|fft| multitude, that were driven to labour by their high 
and nugk^ task-masters ? These fierce spirits were doubt- 
loaa rendiied more mild or less ferocious by the mild pre- 
cepts of th^ Goqpel ; but they never entertained the idea of 
taking leswilui of government from the rude and unrefleot- 
ieg muitiUid^ Yet all were equally Christians and wor- 
shipped together in. the same Church; as the various castes 
ia Hindo^tan dQ W<^ a y^^r ui the great temple of 
Jaghemaut* In. p<Hnt of religion; therefore, they ought all 
cherts paribus to h^ equally instructed and enlightened* 
Ohristianity however did nothingmore than to teach the few 
how to govern .and the many how to obey. Even in the 
Christian republics, Venice, Genoa, Sec* &c. the mass of the 
community was held in no estimation as to intellect or intel^ 
ligence; was not at. all allowed to meddle either individually 
or collectively in State affairs — as things, indeed, which ' 
they, could not handle with safety. 

Where the i%ht of the Gospel did not shine, that is, the 
greater portion of the earth, society or the human race con-r 
tinued without any mfiterial improvement or alteration. 
The multitude might have been, occasionally brought into 
the field to hurl a tyrant from his throne. If they succeeded ^ 
a change of masters took place, but little or no change in 
regard to themselves. They stood in the same relation to • 
the new in which they had stood to the old. If they did 
DQt succeed their condition became inconceivably worse-— 
being at the mercy of a victorious, exasperated tyrant. 
( , * Qi^dqaM Mifaul: reges, plectantur Achivi. 
■ — ■ - - . ■ - ■ - 

• Whatever iraie the folUes of the Chiefs the maltlttide were the miffbren. 
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Tbe different castes and the Parias, the antcasts of all^ 
barve been perpetuated in Hindostan; and the hundreds 
of millions in China — the most improved part of the globe in 
the opinion of many — are not allowed to have a voiee in 
the government of the celestial Empire. 

Mahomet, who has been reckoned a Prophet f€fit above 
twelve centaries by a large portion of mankind, laid the - 
foundation of governments that have always ruled with an 
iron rod the great mass of the people. All matters both as 
to law and religion were to be judged of by the Alcoran*; 
which was interpreted by the Mufti and the Sultan without - 
any reference downward. The scymitar did the rest. This 
corresponds with the words of Solomon in Ecelesiasticus 
*' The wisdom of a scribe cometh by his lime and leisure ; and 
" he that is less in action shall receive wisdom. With what 
" wisdom shall he be furnished that holdeth the plough and- 
'' that glorieth in the goad ; that drive th the oxen there- 
'* with and is occupied in their labours and his whole talk is 
" about the offspring of bulls ? — ^These shall not go up intd 
" the assembly ; upon the judge's seat they shall not sit- and 
'* the ordinance of judgment they shall not understand.'' 
From all this it appears that neither among Pagans or Chris- 
tians or Jews or Mahometans or the followers of Confucius 
or the Disciples of Budhoo have the multitude been con- - 
sidered of any importance or authority in the body politic; 

JSow stands the case at present in ^his resp^ect i We have 
only to look to Christendom. Throughout the rest of the 
world things remain in statu quo — all power and authority 
still and likely to continue in the hands of the few ; while 
the multitude remains rude, groveling, mean, and obsequious. 
But how is the <case throughput Christendom, wbich is sup- 
posed to contain the most enlightened portion of the human 
race? How is it with respect to Russia — that Empire which 
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has made the most rapid progress towards permanent great- 
ness of any recorded in history? In what light are tillers of 
the ground, feeders of cattle, handicraftmen viewed in re- 
ference to society in that great section of the globe? Are 
they considered any authority in politics, in legislation^ in 
jurisprudence, in the great art of promoting the interests 
of the State internally and externally? Nothing at all of 
the kind. The labouring multitude are obliged to confine 
themselves to their own humble department. "The plough- 
** man gives his mind to turn up the furrows, and the keeper 
"of cattle gives the kine fodder. Every craft-man and 
"work-master laboureth night ai^d day: he who maketh 
"graven seals and varieth the figure, gives his mind to the- 
" resemblance of the picture and by his attention perfects 
" the work. The smith sitting by the anvil acts in like 
" manner. The vapour of the fire wasteth his flesh and he 
" contends with the heat of the furnace. The iioise of the 
** hammer is always in his ears and his eye is upon the pat- 
" tern of what he is making. In like manner the potter 
" sitteth at his work turning the wheel about with his feet : - 
"he fashioneth the clay with his arm and boweth down his 
" strength before his feet: he giveth his mind'to finish the 
"glazing and his watching to make clean the furnace. 
" Without these a city is not built : but they do not go up into 
"the assembly nor sit upon the seat of judgment."* How is 
it in Austria where the taxes are very light and the people 
very happy ! Just as it is in Russia — the multitude kept 
solely and exclusively to the all-important business of pro- 
ducing the neciessaries, and comforts, and- luxuries of life — 
leaving the business of legislation to the wealthy, the learn-. 
ed, and the wise — In short the mass of the people is viewed 

* • Eccles. 
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inuch in the same light every where. Neither France nor 
England is properly S|»eaking an exception. The R«mber 
of electors that send deputies to the French Chamber bears 
but a miserable proportion to the immense p<q>ttlatioii €>€ 
France. The mass of the French people was oaoe inFested 
with legislative power or assumed it, and the world is bat 
too well acquainted with the sanguinary consequences. This 
scene has been acted over and over and has always termin- 
ated in a military despotism — a species of goTernment that 
is ever reared upon the calamitous foundation of massacre 
and destruction. Even in the British Empire how is the 
case? Look at the entire of her population at home and' 
abroad — in her Colonies, in America, in the West Indies, in 
Uiudostan. Upwards of one hundred and fifty millions of 
human beings acknowledge her supremacy. What share 
has the great bulk of this enormous mass in the g[reat bus* 
iness of legislation and'rule? Are we to take into account 
merely the population of these Islands ? Forbid it radicalism. 
Are we to make no account of the Africans whom we are 
emancipating; nor of the Asiatics whom we are labouring to 
Christianize? Are they not all human beings ; and therefore 
entitled to be thronged all-together indiscriminately into the 
same huge aggregate collection! And yet: not tbtf. hundred 
and fiftieth part of this population have any thing to, do with 
public affairs. The huge multitude, like .as happens under, 
other Sovereignties, are employed,. in, the business of life in 
there own proper sphere, in the labours, of the field or the 
labours of the workshop, on the land and on the water. 
The whole work of legislation or the public concern both 
proximately and remotely lies in the hands of.a.few. 

Bat let US-make an unnecessary concession;. let the qneg- 
tion be narrowed ; let us confine ourselves to the popula- 
tion of the three kingdoms; which may be called the doini^, - 
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nant population of the Empire. This populatira a»0tii^ 
to over twenty millions. How many of tbis number are eu^^ 
gaged in regulating the affairs of the community ? Scmie 
hundreds are engaged in the work of legislation; who are 
appointed or elected occasionally for that purpose by some 
thousands or say some hundreds of thousands. What be- 
comes of all the millions '{ What becomes of the People? 
What becomes of the vulgar ? What part is left for them to 
enact? The reply is obvious enough — the sensible and in- 
daslrious portion to attend to the labour of their calling ; 
and the foolish and the idle to swell the senseless crowd at 
party meetings. 

To hiss and hoot ^ 

To clap and shout 

'Bout trifling things to raise a pother * 

And claw and curry one |nother. 

But what is meant by the pompous expression '* the sove- 
reign people"? What is the extent of this term "people"? 
Is it to be understood in an enlarged or in a confined sense ? 
Does it include persons of all castes, colours and conditions? 
Blacks and Whites; Greeks and barbarians? Are they 
willing to concede this privilege of legislative deliberation 
and controul to all without distinction ; and allow JLiascars 
and Pigmies and Hottentots and Cafres and Mandingoes 
and Ashantees and Caribs and Esquimaux and Akansaws to 
take their seats with our sage senators in the gfreat coun- 
cil of the Nation ? But if they do not go thus far, if like 
the Anglo-Americans, they refuse this kind of association 
with the sable part of mankind, what are they after all but 
mere monopolists or oligarchs; ^xclusionists agreeing fully 
with their adversaries as to prin<yple and disputing with 
them merely on the question of numbers; otplus vluA miuvs 
of addition and subtraction? 
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• excliuins all uieji have equal riffhU 



Tlie Blacktt, of course, are levelled with the Whites 
The ArabA wild that scour the thirsty yiakn 
And seek in spoil and plunder lawful gain 
The Cherolcees, Akansaws and Chicksaws 
The dog-ribbed Indians and the Esquimaux 
AVretches like these be placed upon our level 
I'd sQouer see them headlong to the D 1. 

Is it a matter of course; or does it arise from the nature 
of tluDgs that the multitude is to be kept under restraint 
or governed in this manner? This is a serious question. 
The gifts of nature as well as of fortune are of unequal 
distribution. This doubtless is the disposition of Provi- 
dence as well as the effect of secondary causes. It appears 
that grace is meted out in a similar manner—to some 
much is given, to others little and to more none at all. 
Thus it is that there is a correspondence between the 
visible and the invisible order of things. Hence we find 
in the world dulness and penetration, poverty and riches, 
vice and virtue : the former however infinitely the more 
predominant. The men of genius are, comparatively speak- 
ing, extremely few ; the wealthy, what. a scanty flock do 
they constitute! but the poor, how immense the multi- 
tude ! ! virtue is a rare plant, but vice springs up in all 
quarters. Compare nations together. See the extreme 
inferiority of some, of the far greater number. Look to the 
Continent of Africa, where in many parts the human race 
seems near akin to the brute creation ; and in general, if we 
^xcept the coast of the Mediteranean and some few other 
§pots on the shore of the Atlantic the light of human reason 
and the fire of human genius is almost extinguished. Are 
the people of this quarter of the globe fitted by nature for 
command ; or do they not appear to be marked out by 
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nature ta be placed uo4er the coAtroul and managejndent of 
Qtberjs? Kq doubt 9 portion, a considerable portion of 
Africa ba» ^eea its vioissitades of barbarism and ci¥i}ization. 
It boosted of JSgypt ajod its 2000 cities; and of the kingdom of 
£lbiciwa» wbicb. was celebrated in the days of Solo^iQn; and 
of the Carthaginian republic, which in the days of Hannibal 
l&ad well wgb gi.^an laws to Europe ; and of the kingdoms 
of SAaaritama and Na«udia«; faniQn3i in the time of the early 
Bmuui^. At a subsequent period the colonies from Italy 
and Greece^ wbacb succeeded the downfall of the ancient 
kinfdoQia wd ircipnbUcs and stretched from f^ypt to the 
{Hilars of Herculesi kept barha^rism still at a distance and 
prepat ed the way for the introduction of Christianity ; which 
here flanrished for several centnries; so much ao that northern 
Africa, oeuld boast at one period of hundreds of Christian 
Siishops and a due proportion of saints and ecclesiastical 
writers^ But the tide of Islamism which poured in upon the 
coiULtry quickly e^tiugnished the light of the Gospel, without 
however extinguishiv^ African power or African civilization? 
<^ the contrary every thing seemed to be invigorated and 
imiiroved by the transition to the religion of Mahomet. 
Africa pouiped once more into i^urope her swarms of soldiers 
UfkA artis^n^- Spain received for centuries her yoke and 
her improvements, till at lengtb the tide of affairs turning 
ber sons were compelled after multiplied scenes of blood to 
recross the Mediter^nean and return to tb<)ir ancient home; 
where having finally sunk into inactivity, degeneracy and 
barbi^ism nothing remains but the traditionary tales of their 
former gprcmdeur and ms^ificence. Sic tratmtghria mvndL 
Witl they ever again enact a mighty part on the theatre of 
the world? — In arts and sciences, in religion and politics? 
And if »o bow is such a resuscitation to be brought about ? 
Is it possible that the establishment of the French at Algiers 
may ultimately lead to its accomplishmeut ! However the 

1 
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thing may be it cannot be done but either by letting in some 
external light upon their darkness or by the unforeseen ex- 
ertions of some extraordinary individuals, who may at a 
future period arise among themselves and diffuse once more 
through those barbarous regions the blessings of eiviKzed 
life. 

If we except China and perhaps a few other Asiatic 
Nations, are not the people of that great section of the globe 
in a state of degeneracy and barbarism — some in the ex- 
treme? — ^Turks, Tartars, Idolaters — abject slaves to tyranny 
and superstition and held in the utmost contempt by Eu- 
ropeans ; who themselves should be cautious in boasting of 
their mighty superiority. Look at the aborigines of Van 
Diemen's Land, of Australia? and at the savages on the 
western coast of America — the people about Nootka Sound — 
cannibals devouring one another. What are these but wild 
savage ianimals having nothing about them but the shape of 
man to entitle them to the honour of being numbered among 
the human species i Still amid all this diversity and in- 
equality is not the human race destined for social life ? Is 
it not to be set in order and ruled and governed mi if pos- 
sible made happy? And then in whose hands is this great 
business to be lodged? Who are to execute this mighty 
task ? Is darkness to produce light, anarchy order, degene- 
racy improvement and barbarism civilization ? No ; this is 
not the course of thiligs ; this is not the order of events. 
Light must expel darkness, order anarchy, improvement 
degeneracy and civilization barbarism. The Schoolmaster, 
the Sage, the Philosopher must do the great work; and 
the enlightened few must form, must govern, must bridle 
the ignorant and unruly multitude. 

Look to the most enlightened Nations and see how defi- 
cient- is the mass of the people in regard to the true know- 
ledge of things and of the common interest. The most ex- 
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travagant ideas are every where entertaioed as to religion 
and politics and the social duties. It is a prey ailing notion 
in this country that Priests possess the most extraordinary 
powers imaginable ; that the visible and invisible world is 
under their . controul ; that they can at their will and plea- 
sure make sick or make well ; give prosperity or adversity, 
damnation or salvation: and yet this extreme credulity of 
the vulgar does not prevent them — so much are they under 
the controul of their passions — from setting themselves 
occasionally in opposition to these same all-powerful per- 
sonages and braving the fatal consequences of their destruc*- 
tive wrath. They hold the strangest opinions regarding 
departed souls. They fancy the huntsman^ the jockey^ the 
sporting squire will be riding their favourite horses in the 
other world ; and they are persuaded that when any parti; 
cular mishap befalls themselves, it is done through the ma- 
licious intervention of some deceased persons — their enemies. 
They, in general set more value on trivial observances than 
on the weighty points of the law. They are extremely 
addicted to lying, to fraud and circumvention. Nothing can 
persuade them but that they ought to hate and exterminate 
if in their power, all such as dijBTer from them in religion. 

* Inde furor vulgo quod numina vicinorum 
Odit uterque locus, quum solos credit habendos 
Esse Decs quos ipse colat Juv. Sat. 15. 

It gives them great offence to see their Priest on friendly 
terms with Protestants ; and such Priests as stand in this 
sort of relationship are by way of reproach denominated 
Protestant Priests. They believe in ghosts, fairies, hobgoh.- 

* The furious crowd would hurry to the D 1 

All such as do not at their altars kneel 
They fancy to themselves all grace is giv'n 
And make complete monopoly of Heaven. 
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Hds; give credit to dreams and fortune tellen; <pff«H;tioe 
superstitious observances witbotit number —spells, ctmrmg 
and incftntatSons. In sbort they are mere ebildren in all 
^ese matters. They are incapable of jadgiit^ Htbst may be 
Tserriceable to them or otherwise touching kn^ and regute- 
<i«ms. Wh^t extravagant ideas do not the ^Vades Unioiw 
and Labourers entertain? They accoutft maehincfry a 
National calamity— that which is the great source df pt^ 
duction and wealth. They IVincy they should be the dole 
valuers of their own labour ; that they should dictate t6 
their employers; and they think themseKes watrafnted ia 
m^nrdering any individual or individuals who may venture te 
think and act diffferently. All this too they imagine is ft^f 
the good of trade and of society. In the eounrtry the loWet 
orders make no scrupte whatever in combimng against tew 
and order and massacring if they can all those wboilo not 
join in their combinations. In their late anti^tithe w&t ttkey 
set no more value on the fife (jf a feltew-treature tkati (MkHid 
life of the most worthless brute; and many who suffered Ae 
extreme penalty of the !aw for murders of the moirt tenltt^ 
ing description, couTd with great difficulty be brougbt ^ 
acknowledge the justice of their sentence. They considered 
it no breach of God'acommandment to murder a titho^owner, 
or a tithe^-receivei^, or a tlthe-colleetor, or a titk^valuator, 
or a tithe-fwooess-server, or even wy one that would not 
assist them in the great and good work of extinguishing 
tithes altogether. 

They are divided also among themselves into hostile fac- 
tions or parties ; the Mahoneys against the Hurleys and the 
Hurleys against the Mahoneys. They fight pitlshed battle 
against one anotber with deadly Weapons at fttirsisnd markets 
and patterns and goals; and even on Sundays and Holidays — 
taking good care first of all to hear Mass. They scarcely 
ever meet together at ehristeBings or weddings or at the 
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ale-hcrase that a battle does net take ^cet wlieii UcmkI 
and fornbes and broken bones (ermkiate the f>arbanMts scene, 
Tfaey resemble the isavage ThractaBs of old. 

* Scyphis in usum letitiae natis pugnare Thracum est. 

And O'ftourk'ft iioUe feast as fpren by Swift is ^tiJll as to 
lift tenmnatam fcequently imitated is this civilised <;outitry* 
Wiiiflkay is all their delight. The use or abuse of whiakey 
kelps to ittporeriah the former and to pauperiae the trade»- 
mmu Sdeh Artisans as have employment and tolerable w^ges 
— cmitfai^coaiohinakQrs^carpefitarSyiniisonSt hatters -r-gederally 
spend the Sudays inpablio houses and also Moas^days. Some 
time KHi Tuesdays they igenevallfy resume their employments* 
Labour^Bs vould act a similar part if they had the means to 
.do4W. Swalhywiog whiskey and awallewing it to excess is 
ibeig mtmmum iauum^ like as eatsag opium ts with th^ com- 
mon Tudu^ There is nothiBg they deSght in more than to 
hear of conspiracies, aeditieos, tumulte, wars and Oke shed- 
ding of )bbed. Tim has been always and m all placets 
idmraeterisiiD of the ooaunonalty. 

t Pugiias et exactos tymnnos 
Deu^um httmeris Mbh aure 
Vol^us* 

Nothing but the dread of the law and the fear of punish- 
ment bridles their fury, prevents them from turning the 
whole community topsy turvy and reducing to one frightful 
chaos all the elements of society. How admirably fitted this 
dasa of persons is to be guides aad instructors and super- 



'• tXke the ^d sons of Tbrace in daya of yore 
They end'their •feasts in liaitle and iipmiur.— ^^Hob. 

t Nothing «o-much delights the multitude 
As honrM t^es^elt^attlefl end of Mood. H-or. 



Digitized by 



Google 



70 

iniendeiits in the great art of governing Kingdoms and 
.£mpires ; and yet this is the identical class that constitutes 
the main portion, of that body pompously called the '' people." 
Let us examine what is exactly meant by this " term ^ as 
applicable to Ireland. To ascertain this point the best mode 
of proceeding is by abstraction or drawing off. What is left 
behind or the remainder will be the thing sought. Properly 
speaking by the term " People" as applied to a nation or a 
country is meant the community at large or all the inhabit- 
ants without distinction ;. who, indeed may be divided into 
the higher orders and the lower orders, the latter generally 
denominated the common people. But this explication will 
«not do here. In the first place we must put the gpreat ones 
or the aristocracy aside altogether, as if they had nothing in 
common with those of inferior rank, possessed no interest in 
the commonwealth, and should have no share in its manisige- 
ment. The Protestants generally speaking, high and low 
must be abstracted and set apart as forming no portion of 
the Irish people. The same is to be said of all such as hold 
official situations ; who belong to the army, the navy, the 
. church, the law in part and the revenue. Considerable de- 
ductions must also be made from the middle ranks; the 
greater part of whom must dislike dangerous experiments 
in politics and religion and be desirous of peace ; addicted 
as they are to business — to trade, to commerce, to manu- 
facture, to agriculture ; and who consider themselves greatly 
marred in their pursuits or avocations by the perpetual 
din and clamour of pragmatical politicians. When these 
absent themselves from repeal and other meetings they sub- 
ject themselves to this dangerous reproach '* you do not go 
with the people." Add them therefore to the aristocracy 
and to the Protestants. How many have been moved out of 
their usual track by terror or actuated by policy ? How many 
have acted a double part in the bustling politics of the day? 
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— Have done so for tbeir own particalar benefit' or because 
they dreaded the consequences of keeping aloof fnan the ex- 
isting combitiation. The secession of these would still swell 
the ranks of the extems and diminish the number of the 
Sovereign People ; to whom indeed they are attached merely 
per accidens. May we not still go a little further in this 
delicate work of abstraction ? May we not venture to make 
a selection, to cull and pick even from the very multitude, 
even from the very "people"? — ^From the handicraftinen, 
from the farmers, from the labourers. Have they all with 
one mind rushed into this arena of politics and confederated 
to remodel or to upset in spite of every opposition the laws 
and institutions of the Empire? A great many of these poor 
people nev^ir bestow a thought on such matters. Many par- 
ticularly among the comfortable farmers are only sorry 
that they were dragged upon the public stage and. forced 
to mingle among the turbulent— many who if left to them- 
selves would have attended to nothing but their own private 
affairs. They joined the crowd under the influence of terror. 
They had fears for their lives and properties, for their hag- 
gards and dieir dwelling houses. Let us abstract this class 
also and send them to the right about. Who then are the 
people; or those who would arrogate to themselves the 
paramount rights of legislation — and who would legisl&te too 
in a very summary manner — designate, sentence and ex- 
ecute? A noisy, daring, desperate, organized faction, 
numerous to be sure and to be found in all quarters; em- 
ployed with singular dexterity by skilful leaders to bring 
into play the mass of the common people : which task' is 
executed at all hazards — at the expence of justice sTnd social 
order; for to effect their purpose they make no scruple 
to set at defiance all laws, human and divine, leaving 
no man at liberty to decide for himself, nor any alternative 
to the timid and peaceable but either to enlist under their 
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banners or be viuted by theif TOi^«ftii0e« Id short a f«i^tioii, 
the comiion di^torbers of the jmUie rtfiose anfd foes 4o tbe 
wealth, iadttfltrj, iBteUigence and Ytrtne pf tbe couotry^ — a 
BMre sectktt of a sect, eaeiiiie$ le the Protedt^nt popolatioiit 
to the ariitoeratic populatioa Preleitaiit aitd Catholic aa4 to 
the peaceable and well«diap08ed ammog all c)«ifs0S of the 
community. . . 

, Mttehusaid about ppbHo optnion* Tbe tennii ^'publio 
opinion" and " people" are ^sed with e^ufU impr^ipnietjF in 
the political slang, of the day, But let a9 be p^t^uUr. 
How is the expression of public oimiion, Qs.it is 4WiU^i pro* 
cured ; or what is it in reality I A parish meeting iscalled 
say in the parish Chapel to petition Patiiament for a repeal 
of the legislative union. Some forty or fifty perK^ia assemble} 
unless the meeting be called on Sundays immedi^itely aft^r 
public prayers ; when want of other employmefit» the coiTe* 
nience of attendance or curiosity might cause a larger ass^m^ 
blage. Tbe meetings in the Country Parish^^ h^ve beau 
always most part very thtaly attended even oi^ Sundays* 
But to the jtuatter in question* JByery m^etiag is graced 
by the presence of two or three well-trained faa/^iiqey^d cca^ 
taiB^indivtduals generally neither of mews nor character 
but glib of tongue and ahouodiog ip hrasSf These active 
gentlemen concoct every thing, propose f^ery tlupg, dM?tat# 
every thing, carry every thing and conclude every thing. No 
one indeed would have the hardihood to oppose ^em» 

The rustics hear and gaze and say <^amen." 

The resolutions and petitions are. sigoed» sei^led and de* 
livered and so tbe business is done* Th0 opinion of t^ 
itinerant orators is the opinion of the persons asstionbled fay 
chance, or otherwise ; and the opinion of tbesO is the op^ios 
of tbe parish at large. Such is a sample of the scenes p- 
nerally acted upon these occasions : and as is the samplo 90 
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U *^ mk^mm aUcf amms^ Bvea ia tke citici tt tfae 

^liifimii pMrish mwtiaig^ v^ find tlie siime batofa of dtaton 

"^MMbfttttlfr fi^rinlr away ; tad lAWttgrft mtkiiiff amro of a com- 

f»«!^ilt QMiker of QiQMiariiMs backen to drowa all oppoai- 

ta^a, : Thm thamvdianco 'whelher oonnating of a ftv aiia|de 

^Mk ill tko fowtry or a mnttitede of Ae werkiog elaaaei ia 

4lle i^ity giiro iodaad no opinion of tbeur owe bnt merely a aovt 

of iaj^^&nlblo aasMi <o vlut ia propaandfid aader oureioa*- 

atHQlw tllkit )ea<ra tkem no «tlier alternatiYe* Tke geneiaiity 

lof tbaaewko gi^e tbair hearty BSBetkt oa tkese aocaabaa hata 

HOtkiog but a ▼ague idea tint irliat is ptopoaed may be tfkfr 

IJaeir goad, vitkoat kno#in^ any tUn; of the why or tha 

Iv4i0taf#ve« What is their apiaioa, thevefare^ if opiaioa it iu 

tto ba aaUed? It is the opiabn of a few 4ippa»t, potttbal 

MiaaanariiM who are naplayed ipidastrioinly in the baisar^ 

4afif work af palitieal agitatipn; wliidi comanmioated laid 

recommeaded to a portbn af the ignorant people got tag«« 

tl»r by dasiga^--^ great body kaepiag aloo^«-and in aome 

aoortaf way lefleetad back apon the basy propoundavs, k 

baadfed abaat and landed Md praabiiiaed as the iganuioe, 

daUhprata opmiaa and jadgmeprt of the people at toge* la 

a ward ifaaaa jgantbnum managars contrive to wrap ap their 

own baiitfing in the swaddling clothes of the pnbliOi and 

then cfaaraatariae the elandestiaa brat as the eflbpring' af the 

oalnaMiaity* 

But 4d be quite aerkms on the basiness, is the legifilator^, 
ia daaidiag. on qaastioas effecdag the interests of the Empire 
to! do nothing hat oonnt heads at popalar assemblies? The 
scatioBs of Pbria took upon them far a oonsideraUe time to 
dictate to the revolationary governments ia France and 
weaa aonatantly pradkiclng snob demngCQiont aad nrfschief 
that it was faand neoessary at last to- slanghter stune 
thaoaands of the aafi^anate people to put a stop to so 
asriaas an aviU Not the nsajority' or the bulk of the 

a 
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commttDity but seme select' persons-^a few 'comparatiV&iy 
speakiDf^^^are fit to be entrusted with the mAnttgemekMt 
4Mt superinteudenee of public affairs. But the multitude 
may. be very com^ieteot of themselves to Ibrm a just 
estimate of iudividual character and to know who is a gfjfoid. 
rnaU) a wise man, an indepehdent man ; a man of energy^ 
Qctiyity and experience; and who therefore ought to be 
-associated in the great and important work ot national legis- 
lation. The lofty and the humble equally knew the talents 
and. the: worth of Henry GrAttan and were satisfied that he 
was in his proper place when be sat in the great' cbun^l c€ 
the nation. But would it have been right to have such 
talents and such worth and such acquirements neutralised 
and the great man himself rendered a sort of automaton by 
the absurd dictation of popular decisions founded not on 
learning or wisdom or integrity but mainly on the numerical 
superiority of an unlettered and blinded multitude? 

No doubt the wisdom of the community is hot confined 
ti^ithin the walls of Patliament.' On the contraiy there 
might be members of that house neither learned nor wise; 
and it would be passing strange if there was not a supera- 
bundance of leaj^ning and every other senatorml quafification 
unconnected with the Chapel of St. Stephen. If persons 
duly qualified were to assemble and deliberate, without being 
overawed by the turbulent and unruly , brought together de- 
signedly for that purpose, the most salutary measures may 
be propounded and recommended ; suggestiotis of tiie wisest 
description may be made to Parliament ' and. substantial 
benefits to the Empire at large might be the happy result* 
But if ignprance be jumbled together with learning, folly 
with wisdom, stupidity with talent, inexperience with a 
knowledge of the world/ grossness with refinement and bar- 
barism with civilization; and if, in addition, all the formeir 
bo the dominant ingredients in the composition of the mass,' 
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iprhat ciCli be expected from a.ooUissioa so discordant and so 
imequfil, but tbe pftotKatibn of good and the triumph of 
eKil t, Theso jpirring elements ean .never be brongbt to 
oof^esee and should not . h@ brought inlo collision. Grant 
tbe lower dniers or the people as they are. called tbeir rights 
-^gfoiod hkw»{ and let them enyoy the. privilege they possess 
of asabting in the > etoc^on of able : and .honest , legislators ; 
bst let them he rl^stfained witbiu .the limits of their own 
department ;. and. not ftncy tbiniugh any silly notions of their 
own .political coimequenpe imbibed from the slang of political 
spofjiters^ that it'is their grand pijoviq^e to. read lectures, on 
IjOfudatiotn^.to dictiate to Patliam^nt, to controul the. civil 
authority; as if, indeed reviersing tlie<»rder: of things; they 
constituted in .themselves the supretaie power bf the State ; 
not to fanoy in a word, that they differ much in regard to 
society or the body politic from their sires, and grjandsires or 
from those in other countries who are similarly conditioned — ^ 
namely — destined as a great class, or section of the commu- 
nity to fulfil the sentence pronounced on man at the fall of 
Adam; to earn their bread by the sweat qf their brows, tOi 
be ever employed in the labours of the body, to be the 
drudges and support of the higher ranks and to be, as a 
matter of .course, ever considered tbe humblest, the worst 
educated and the least influential portion of mankind. ' 

We speak only of the body or class ; which, as such, in 
the present order of things must be permanent, not of indi- 
viduals, who may rise and are constantly rising above their 
original level — to be replaced perhaps by degenerate out- 
casts or unfortunate individuals from the higher ranks of 
society. This exchange of condition — ^the joint result of 
human imbecility and human virtue— is constantly and ex- 
tensively in operation. It is indeed a law of nature, it must 
needs be that the poor labouring classes will constitute the - 
great bulk of mankind. But no individual is bound down 
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hjr tlu8 8te» law of oeMssttf. The indiifUkiariB ft^e; he 
mi^ rifle from tbemoek^hillaiid be Mstod m^ioia§ the |—Uwa 
ef thepeeple; wUH od the ether hud, the Ugh. aad 
anghly mejTf thioafhrnitfortmieov thfoafh«rime, beo M H i e J 
telej aside their hoDoura, te deseend ffen Ifceir- pe is iit M li 
end to hide themselTes aeieng the ig&eUe fliiikil«dls« Tbeae 
▼ici^rifaidet, which in no wise aCset the iotei ai de te * end 
ohuHeB of sdcietf, ahould adbrd ibaliet el seriow^a rtftwiiiMi 
tetliQhambleitiadi^idwalt tad teads theia that Ikie loi mf 
the poor is not abiolwtel;^ wretohed, aiev that af the gMttt 
absehitety Ibttanate; ttaet the coaditiee ef neiAei hi ftMA 
or permaneat; but that themaelvoB er Hkmr ehiMre» oa thek^ 
gr«ild'««hiMrei^iti theeootaeef ttae may emdiaaveiilaMe 
andf thus, wm^hing' aard eoinpariii^ Mm^i, be ^idtfataaftebp 
vfKHi the same enried leve) of asoral and phyaioiiteqiirfief^ 
The rich aian hasUa taiw now, the peer asaaAi timtietai 
eonei 

Nunc ager umbreni sub nomine, nuper ofellii» 
DictuSy erat nulli proprius, sed cedit lo usum. 
Nunc mihi nunc aliis.* 

HoR. 

This, is tba true picture of hiuafiiii affairs vei;y diffaic^t 
indeed from that poortrajed by wiU tbeoriats oc ctesigaing 
demagogues; who, iusultiug the simplicity of the poor and 
their state of dependence^ invest them with tfaejKobeaof ps€h 
tended mcfjesty, clothe them with io^igioary p;a]3)l%andfin& 
linen ; and raising th,em by the lever of sepbi&tiy^ from their 
homhle sphere above throoea, don^iMtions^ and powers^ kjp||9el 
dowtt in ipock homage and. hail them ^'tihe soxereign feofij^*' 

•^ O* Bften^ liinn OliiilFSs wa« of IfMMt 

. All liiiiBftB IJii^g^iure^iA thUlwiaient^UW ;. 
. , We4)oast to day of houses and of lands^ 

Wbicb soon too soon will pass to other hancfe. 
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Btittf tlie i^lebriaB iMdy afe to be the gofernors of the 
woild.lel tlmil irst of ail be duly pfopttttd tot the txee^HoH 
of «o great « task* For the ««« of ^otr^miiig is not the filajr 
of 4Widi«ti t art tfrlium eM r^gkmn nmtumnm^ Let them 
lie diiroflted of their ehildli»hness> fo» they ^te yet hi their 
iHiiuMpjri lot them be properly educated add imbfl>d the tfoer 
pAbeifie^ ef religioii ood morality ; rid them of bigotfy, 
iNMgttdioeB^ and goetilriflti hatred; teach them to leye* their 
neighlew oa lbamicdve»aod t<^ view ail classed abd divistotis 
with an eufdil eye of olMriQ^I iudiillfote cm theirmiadsa 
liotifoil of vioo and a Ioto of tiirtifO--d l6te of tfath, of jiis^ 
tato Wftd-Mrdealilig. Direst thett of then- weakaess add 
their etvidlli^ ; aad stretlgtheti their minds io withstand the 
batuifiil Ofta << s4]^rsatiitti alid imposture. Banish from them 
lawlesaaesB^ safvageaessi eraelty and bkiod-'thirstiness, and 
littko th^m elfil^ otderiy, peaceable and humane. la a word 
fWhioifA^m^ form th^m, retiewthem^ make them ratiohal 
hiiitg^ not only in appeai!Mce hot hi reality : do this and let 
year theojty ho ]^itt in praeiiee, give ffaem eontronl orer the 
gorettttt^ttt attd let them be dencnainated '' the sorerefgn 
poeplew" Attd now wishiagr heartily for the retnrn of these 
Satttr^n times- we refarfl to our original very important 
solfeet. 



CHAPTER XVm, 

The Bailrnk or ^miss^ poUtitiiaao ef the day, who appear 
fasstiie to th^ mmm beiweeiii Chvr ch and State aUd to etety 
maon escepfc coslbiaation aaioag* themaeives, woirfd Mn 
take ther Gathdifl Chareb ki Ireland completely info Iheir 
half luBefiagf hafe the Fneatheed t^ act or not i0 act, tako 
tUs posidaa or thaa pasition aeoMdiog to tkrir good will and 
piaasaro ; wmiid' harro them at oM time to take no part in ' 
poiilica and then, upon reconndelrifig the mailer, to become 
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the most active and efficient political agitalora* And the 
respective reasons assigned for these two contradictory sy&- 
terns are such as would warrant the pennaoency of both* 
They appear indeed to have jgoi the full oootroul oTer th& 
Irish Catholic Church ; and they accordingly exerase a 
despotism over it such as it could hardly be supposed 
subject to if it were, in the closest alliance with the 
State. They have repeatedly overawed the Bisbopa withui; 
these last thirty years — that is— nluring the period that they: 
themselves have been figuring away in the body politic^ 
They have scared them from their position respecliiig 
clerical pensions and respecting the royal Veto ; - have made 
them look on with fear and trembling at the profainaticm of 
their Chapels, which have been turned into political. club- 
houses ; and the profanation of their Clergy wbo have been 
used as political demagogues. Let the Bishops speak out. 
and declare how they have writhed these thirty yeais past 
under the shackles of political agitation and lamented ia 
secret the fallen state of their, order in this Country. 

At the time of the legislative union when the policy .of 
Pitt and Castlereagh contemplated Catholic Emancipation^ 
the Bishops after due. deliberation of course declared ihw 
willingness to accept of a State provision for themselves and 
their Clergy. This resolution was generally acquiesced in. 
If Mr. Pitt's advice had been followed, if the proposed mea- 
sure of Emancipation hisid then taken place, all matters would 
have been quietly adjtisted at the time; the succession of 
bloody scenes which has occurred since would have been 
unknown and unhappy Ireland would not be what she is. at: 
the present day. Sed Dii$ aUt$r visum. Dr.. Troy of. 
Dublin, Dr. Plunket of, Meath and Dr. Moylan of Cork,, 
who were the leading Bishops of the time, gave their full 
consent to that proposed measure of alliance between Church 
and State. Tbese good men laboured to promote National ^ 
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union, harmony and peace. After the lapse of some years 
when a few political leaders had obtained an ascendancy 
over the multitude, an alternative or something equal to an 
alternative was proposed to the hierarchy — -either to abjure 
every idea of alliance with the ruling powers or to be de- 
serted' by their congregations. Dr. Troy suffered actual per- 
secution at the time» His congregation quitted his Chopel 
more then oitc^ whto on diffidfent occasions he appeared at his 
altar to offidi^te. He was held up as a Castle hack, a slave to 
government, and a traitor to the people. This was done of 
cotllrse^ for a partibular purpose. The episcopal body shewed 
no iiirn^ness ; the were borne away or they suffered them- 
selves to be borne away by the popular <5urrent and they 
published a declaration different from the resolution ap- 
proved of at the period of the Union. Their decision how- 
ever on this occasion left the merits of the question un- 
touched ; it was founded merely oh the principle of expe- 
diency. But they did not stop here. Hurried away by 
untoward circtimstances, by the temper of the times, by 
popular extravagancies and frenzy, that which at first they 
prdnounced merely inexpedient they now denounced as in its 
nature*^ injurious to and subversive t>f the Catholic Religion 
4il Ireland." This was to pass from one extreme to another 
upon a subject that did not warrant so extravagant a tran- 
sition. But' the decision was not the calm result of unawed 
deliberation but a cowardly peace-offering for the moment to 
a dominant faction. 

The political leaders had now obtained a complete triumph 
over the episcopal body; who, indeed, lay in chains prostrate 
at their feet. The question of clerical pensions did not 
however rest here. It was renewed and agitated and, 
strange to tell, the very men who brow beat the Bishops oh 
the subject and denounced them very deliberately aiid 
eariMstly recommended the nieasure; sfnd pointed out like 
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wise Blatesmeo the great advantages (liat would aearue . to tb» 
Stale 10 case of its adoption — that is if tlw Priests were cfw- 
nected with the goverameBt by a goUkn Unk* This s|h^ira» 
ii we suppose any thing like eonsistency in them, that tkmj 
viewed the matter from the beginniog maoh ia the same Ught 
with the Bishops : but perhaps.they wished the thing tq e^vae 
from themselves —a practice quite common wijth such imi ave 
desirous of enacting a great part on the theatre of th^ w^picM^ 
The episcopal body never contemplated tb^ a^^eptanw of 
n State provision btit in coiynction with a CathoUe^ -relief 
bill; and it was as an accompaniment to this boop^.^lNit 
our domineering politicians marked it witfi rtha aeil of 
their approbation. They forgot all at onqe their eutpfiea 
against clerical pensions and the adulteiMs oonneotHmJite^ 
tween Cburch and State aad their tiureateniag djf (atmi ta 
the hierarchy on the subject and their abuse- of Qwwn 
totii — that '^provoking specimen of Italian aud«)ity''--*aiid 
their railing at the R^man Chapoery for having recoimaaadT 
ed uwn and peace : ia a word flinging shame aad fWJ^aiwg 
and coDsistem^y to the windsj they unblfishiaglar wy^imtswd* 
ed a me£^ure» which, with ap utter disregard lor the ^tmrnn 
and feelings aad inde pendeiu^e of the clerical body they had 
h^U up for a series of years to the wild j^pnobatiaii of the 
coQ^unity. The expected relief IhU did noi hcm^vor b?wae 
law and the projected noboly aUiauee was put agaia ih 
abeyance. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Ji new era has arrived; the relief. bill and other bilksf s 
similar description have passed ; ctvil disabilities on the woiu 
of reU^on haTe been removed and tiM goverasK^nt-is no 
longer Prcj^testant Or Sectarian^ Under these aospieioascif^ 
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onmstaQtees, if it lie proposed to^ make a Stafe proYiBion fot 
the Iri^h Catholic Clerg;y ought any impediment. be thrown 
in the way of its. acceptance? This is the qneatipn :to be 
considered. Roman . Catholics as snoh should. at leiast be 
mute as to the general question. Church Establishmeiits in 
fiMst make part and parcel of the Catholic ReKgien. s This 
state :o^ legalized Christianity is interwoven w^h .the Canons 
and discipli^^^ of the Church and dates its existence from the 
Tery period, when the dark night ot religious persecution 
had disappeared and the bright day of religious trinmiph 
began to gladden the hearts of the faithfuL Constantine the 
6rreat^-r^the first Christian Emperor— is generally eupposed 
also to have taken the lead in. the endowment, of Churches 
and reading them independent of volunti^y. oblations. 
Howerer that may. ha^e b^n .there is no doubt that Chureh 
property continued to accumulate from the time that Chria^ 
tsanity mounted the throne of the Cassajrs. The Bishop oi 
Borne, acquired the patrimony of St. Peter- and became a 
temporal Prince-— blendiag together in his own person the 
two^fold. character of chief Pontiff and supreme Magistrate,^ 
in which capacity he has administered the affairs of religion 
these fifteen.' centuries ; and still ooptinues and is ^likely to 
continue to exhibit himself in the same complicated y^t steady 
attitude^ In conformity with ihe example of the Sovereign 
Pontiff a secure iproyisipn was every where established for 
the Bishdps and. the. inferior Clergy. Tithes in imitation of 
the Synagogue and.tk^provision^ of the Levitical Law began 
to be paid or levied at an early period. At the Council of 
MasK^on held, in d85> the fifth Canon declares ''that the 
Divine Law commanded the pigment of tithes to the Clergy 
and. that; th^. Christians had then for a considerable time 
obs^Mnred this .p^jec^pt ; th^y fiiic^lier^^/Dr^fdiiedfthat the cus- 
tom, should te continued." Charles tl^e Great— the restorer 
of the Ivetsteirn l^pire and a re%ious Prince— «ena<^ted in 



Digitized by 



Google 



kft Cbt^tbMifes that tilk^l ibouM to t>^A to the Ckmek.' 
Ifa M the Cottticih of the time and afternraidB w^ ftaid («- 
fttlifidiili (rir CaMfas 6n tbs siifef^dt of Ghttfch ptlf»rt3r-^ 
i^^aMtklg Its di^hMdn br a^flUt its alietiatiM. 'Vhe 
OoMbH M* tii0^^-^hKi lAst geneMKJ^iiiicil— 4«t4lmfe»tfi«t 
^l^the»at^ due to <^ or'to^ll^dhaiid that ftis^flMaoKiMn 
tb iKthhbia ^fafeii^." JkMid doe diik^ iAx |MM|rt» «f thte 
Church Hi&B6ltiai!ikas the filidiiM «' to pfiiy tithea 16 Ihiefr Bm^ 
fcM." This '#as ial^ay^ the #onfing of -the J^t^c^ e^cn fft 
this country until lately ^ "^heii ftir reaaoha that niiy'tie 
iBiiisily ebajeetulred*, it iraa Uttought propBir t5 ^idter tte aMiMt 
language of the Charch and to j^vb a aoVal IbHiifatiie 
{>tiet6^. tlie tae«r Iroi^tf^ lioWevi^ fa ^gtA^ iMrt a jMOm- 
(tiyraae «fK)iitfa6 <^'; hhd has toen Ara&ied n6 dadMt t6 Mit 
the pe<^ttliat eircumMiihces of %be timeis ; for tieiMd^s thtt dfo 
ptetsept, as it crtands on Hie Ghttdh statute t»ook> iMi iMIfili 
db^ letter hi this country hs to the fetottmli GiMiblie Mar- 
^i^hy ; the very tiame of tithes now sounds ahoffiliiabte^te 
the ears of their coHgregaHSMs. All this, by the 4);fb, ^ ^ot 
V€hry reconciteabte VittilhejieniiaBeiM^ lUd uiaMy of Chimh 
4li^ ; tiekides that ^'places tin adt of a g^bend €bttifbit tour of 
Gdubdls fa¥ bdi^erth iBii ael of PatKttbent ; \l*Mk fuOmi 
ihay be revi^efd fiod atlef^ed blbtl ^amendeld iMft libt by^aay 
ubthoi^ity ibferibr to «htft by %h)ch it ^left heeaifie laiv. dHft 
<I^ 'tis not st^ay frobi oxfr cflifa^edt. Look At tk^ Oatihblit 
Rffli^dn ift thb present d&y %li6feir^ it ^ cMMtalieMd <or ft 
tfh^ "religion oif the peopte. Look tttltaily the ^greatt^tflM 
df CKthbiic unity ; look ^fo Ailsl^ia, to CteinttSby, loAraiK^ 
'io Spain, tb PoiMfligal ; go to the Nbw ^ofia,ifo^Mh«il 
South Anierica/' a Sttite pl^Vi^n is T&f%ty Wh&te MMhA 
under one shape or the^othe^r for Ae I^kisthobd. lMai«14» 
an dk^e^tibfa. IBUi Wdb' it^always sb ? ot ilt indt iAJa^puwdt^ 
"aVity '{lie resUlt of tiritoilv^atrd drcuittdtme^ ? UdW ^ ilte 
"baife 'Mand previous ^b ^hb S^^ymtftibii ? 11^ ^eblMii%^ 
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tUUge and the Utlv? of agifltment? Tto Ii^Ub C^tlifU^ 
Olei^: attd they reeeired si^^ the tithea lihitt i^Ffi pQW call/^ 
impropriate. The Protestant Church system is notbillg hv^ 
a Gontinnatien of the Catholic Charch system on a less ex- 
tensive scale. The tithe system in the transition and in the 
coarse of time underwept a curt^ilniient. If the Reformation 
had not taken place or been introduced into this country^ if 
t)ie pif|!i^Q})s pf Gre§t ^ntain hji^ refUfuqed. obedient cl^l- 
4reflof theUply Fatli?r^)[iQv V9«W the cas^s sta.nd at the 
prop^t d^y ! liV^o^l4 Dr. Do^le have denounced the titjies. 
I|# II d^V^nriiiji i9»p9s^ pr pi^f up l|is ffunous prayer that 
f ' t|ie bfttre^ of tl^ p^p}^ to tithes ma;]r prpve^ as last^|^ as 
tinrir Ipyi^ pf jv.8tip§"? WmH b^ have preached i{p the 
i^fitnm f>f PWliv^ resjst^pp an^^ i^ the effervescence pf hi* 
Witi^itito ^» \^^^ givQ9 <H)c^sion to such shootings anil 
jbmgiflgs fynd lAVWIPi^^ mi putrag^es without number of the 
mv^ Wvplttflg de^ciiptipft ? Would he ^o accpmplish hi» 
WT9W9 h^yo ^Ptfi^ W ]p9*Bniny the bpn^ls pf society and 
iml^iW wMjWW W^«"T t9 disorder and i^pu^ordination ? 
W^|ll4 b§ k^^P m^ w^r iippn his o^^q r^Y^nues^ denouur 
^ tiMi P^op^rty p^ tbp Cbwri?]^ mi s^t himself in opposition 
tp tjt^e Phri^J^ wprW^ W© opi?*© npt- Other^i/je hp 
W9r)4 b§W r§»p^ *be fe^a} ffOnse^peiM5ep of hi^ pprvfr^e 
imnlm^yf M^ ^^^4 h^^e ^QUfht thf soyeiPpigp P/pntif^ 
f^t i»w etn^^i bpiep ^jia9,sed wit^ Wickjiffe, John JJuss^ 
JffKfif^ (4 Vp^fps^ ^i thp ynim> stripped of his episcop^ 
*Wi>y ^4 ^t^ Aoni ^p p9|e pf t^e Church : he woiil^ 
hffsp b^^ ie^X^i^hj ]thp tl^nndepr and blasted by the light- 
ing 9i^ VatipWf It ^^PuM be assun^e^ therefore \h^ 
^x^.^}^ pf]Hip Jbio^JiUty ©pnifested ajfainst tithes x^n 
4)» |»rt ^f tfif (?l^thplip <?J9r|[y v.aj th^t th^s pjeat source of 
(/1hi}q^ 4fflOl?J|ypt Wilts dive/ted into a u/pw cl^pnnel §nd did 
not AfM^lyii}^ ]Lo jBpw ^ JJ^ the |[ood old times fbr the;r own 
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peoaliar ose and benefit. This oaoie however hai been kept 
out of sight; and prepogteroiisly enough^ the system iUelf 
Ikoogh blended with orthodoxy, has been attacked oa its 
own merits^ 



CHAPTER XX. 

The dependent state of the CathoKc Church in Ireland i» 
an exception to the general rale — the necessary result of 
untoward circumstances — and opposed to the wishes as well 
as to the discipline of the Universal Church. The antr- 
establishment gentlemen go in the teeth of aH this and 
would fain change the discipline of the Church altogether, 
would dethrone the Pope, annul the general Councils, 
destroy the prescription of 1500 years and in defiance of 
reason and of order turn the exception into the general rule. 
The disciples of Socinus or the semi-demi Christians who 
would place the Church upon a new foundation, may venture 
to proceed to these extremes ; but Catholics or persons call- 
ing themselves Catholics cannot do so without transgressing 
the rules of Logic and overstepping the Kmita of 'orthodoxy. 
But let us go into some particulars respecting the actual 
state of the Catholic Church in Ireland immediately touch- 
ing this matter. Is it totally dissevered from the State and 
totally dependent upon the alms of the people? Such is 
not the case. The great Seminary that recruits the Priest- 
hood is a government establishment. What was this but. to 
lay the foundation for the alliance so much deprecated ? 
What was it but to connect with the State the fountain head 
of the hierarchy? This treaty of amity and alliance was 
also entered into at a time when the penal code existed 
almost in full on the statute book and the Grovemment was 
essentially Anti-Catholic. No doubt if the new system oi 
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political agitation happened to be fashionable at that period^ 
if the Priesthood were yoked to the chariot-wheels of do* 
mineering demagogues, this regium donum wonld have been 
reprobated, would neither have been solicited nor accepted ; 
and the hierarchy, who left to themselves received with 
thankfulness the bounty of the legislature, would have been 
necessitated to keep aloof on the occasion and to abandon 
the interests of the Catholic Religion. But agitation: was 
then only in embryo, the Bishops were at liberty to act and 
the Royal College of St. Patrick, Maynooth, was founded and 
established. To this royal endowment should be added the 
jail and other chaplaincies ; which are nothing more or less 
than legal or government appointments. May we not also 
include the parochial schools every where established or in 
course of establishment under the new board of education 
with the concurrence and co-operation of the Irish Catholic 
hierarchy.' All this shews that the great work, of Church 
and State alliance, amid all the uproar against it, has made 
some progress and is not likely to retrograde. But let us 
not confine ourselves to this portion of the British Dominions^ 
Catholic Church Establishments are in existence and in the 
way of formation in other parts of the Empire. Canada-— 
that great colony — has always had an establishment of the 
kind upheld now for a long period by . British power and 
British law. A Catholic Church establishment has been 
formed for the Isle of France and other d^endencies in .that 
quarter; and one is now in progress, of formation for a, sec- 
tion of Hindostan. What will our noisy separatists say. to 
all ihis? Will they demand the suppression of the. royfil 
College of Maynooth; the dismissal of the jail chaplains or 
that they must depend for their subsistence upon, the offer-. 
ings of the unfortunate prisoners; the subversion of the 
Church Establishment in Canada; the revocation of the. 
* pensions paid to the Bishop of the Isle of Fiance and his 
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sttbbrdinate Clergy and that a »top shpnU be imiwAj put 
to the formatiim of the n?w entahlisbmeiit in Iiidia? ti»< 
th«n, if they v»h to be consUt^Qt, demand all tbia 99 mom- 
aary for tiie parity of the Chriatiaii B^Ugiw and the prea^- 
Tatkm of eivil liberty. But if they make no aucb demand^ 
if they aeqtiieAoe io the progress making towards the comt-t 
pletion of the very system they pretend to ocHObat, i^bat 
remains for them but to acknowledge their error ( UmA iimf 
amrittingly undertook a ta^k of an myeemily deieription — n 
task ineonsistent with their own admissions and i|t yarieQ!Q«t 
with the roUgion they profi»ss^a task that neither OMor 
ought to be aeeomplished. If they are willing to aet wpt» 
sinoerity~a thing notyery elear--they irill make U^ae^ 
kaowledgemeot and endearoar sdso,^ by way of repalratioi* 
for mischief done* to disable the ignorant whom they have 
unhappily led astray by their reekleiPa and prolonged §pUm 
rf sqihistry and e3(traTaganee. 



CHAPTEB XXI. 

But is diere mj partienlar reaaon why the CaAhoUc Chnreh 
in Ireland thottU Mntinoe to he an e^^ception to the gnnerni 
rttleofChristeodiQiarespo<MJ«f ChnrohE^rtaMi^hi^^ h 
she so csrciflMtuioed as to render neeopaary this4epartnre 
from the g«tierai diseiplme and wiage pf the Chnnch^ and 
efen that the Irish Gtttbolies sbonkl a^ aaph stand in tW 
respect on a ditfsrent fo«ting as to the rnliiy powecp fifgm 
the British CathoKc anbjeeto in ^ther part* of «he Empire; 
When fonnerly ihe geyerswient w^a fWP^j Prete9ton(t pr 
say A.nti^C«tholie it wea nfged with Mmp fhew of ree9on 
dint mck onght te be the ea^ ; that it would not be right to 
eennaot in any matiner th^ C^lbdic Chnpeh with her enemiee; 
or that the lirisb Catbolie Cthm^ ehonjd ^(er jinto an* 
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^lifttie« lirith the State. Wt hftve said with wm^Atw of 
reaioa ; for evM «ireuitistaaoed as the State or the goYorn- 
tt^nt Ihdii #M, it was still comiectod witk the Catholio 
Glillfeh; wU«b,^ythe bye, it did not injom bwt protect— • 
witn^iift CMatIa; witness the college of Mayaooth; witams 
Ihtt IrtrotectiM and ftupf^oit afforded to the Fi:ench emigrant 
Clei^. Umb spirit indeed latteriy of the Brilish goToni- 
moot htul been for a cotMiderable time an opposition to the 
pMial Mde Md tottld oflly be accounted sectarian as to the 
lottMr dr the taw« Bat how is the case now? It is not 
sectarian in any sense of the word ; ekber in the spirit or in 
tbetelhnrw The penal code ia expanged from the statnte 
ho*k and tbe «Sfn of the British <^astiXntion like the great 
hksninary in An Annaaient shines equally upon all. The 
ohjoiCftionabln 4Mltaf«8 therefMne <on the part of tfiegoTom- 
mmik hnte altogether disappeared. This is the present state 
dftfaiiJi^s ; tUn k the happy cooMumnation that good niben of 
ail ebisses were fbr niany years desirous of witnessing ; and 
wkich they eacpoeted would kad nltimately to unity of sen* 
litaSMit and of purpose aa nH tinags conducive to the geneml 
g^d Bffiong the various and diversified members of theomn* 
nitttdty «t large. What danger can be apprehended to the 
Msh <JnlA(rtic Ghureh if afognl proTision be secured Cir 3ier 
<i nd ^- theawapiceS'Of agoiyerBnient of this deaeaription? WiU 
the litt^gy be aUesod or aoMnded ? WiU the Sncrameiils 
tmase %e he adnMsteiied ? Wilt Scripture «nd Tradiisosi he 
Mt nsidte? WiU the 4ing and his nniiiBtry wad die piiry 
tMaBcH and the two heases ef parliament interfere in these 
matters t Ave oar fsent pslitical leader»*-tbat is to sny-^ 
the men who haw ^ndentoatad to mise dbe popular fontory 
l^lfnintft ^t^fUtUb psoipliion 4br the Chtgy^appiehenmsie theni- 
aelve^ of any dangif^ of any interfaaenoe ofAss Jomd? But 
^<Wka0t Wft they sipptaimisi^e i They iinay ithmt fmnuonad 
^rieMn ^t Priests MMdered "indnpandnntaif the idras of their 
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coBgregfttioiu woold not attend to their dtities; that in saoh 
a case the rites of religion would not be promptly admiaia* 
tered. This is to conjure up an imaginary evil or to raiae 
an objection upon ain imaginary hypothaiii. It is an ol^ec^ 
tion also disproved by fac^ disproved by tbo uaiversai discip * 
line of the Churchboth as to time and placci For it is under 
the circumstances objected to that the rites of religion are 
every where administered and have been it may be said 
always administered. This objection falls to the ground* 
because it would ma](e against all Church Establishments* 
Those who consider it valid must go so far as to say that 
the reason why a Priest visits a sick person is because he 
expects to get anoiuting money!!! What a mercenary idea 
these gentlemen must have of the Irish Priests or of Priests 
in general !-«-gentlemen too who» on other occasions, are so 
loud in their commendation. The fact is they let them down 
or they raise them up; they humble or exalt them, just accord^ 
ing to circumistances or as it suits their own purpose or ar- 
gument or fancy. The true result of a Church Establish'* 
mentwouldibe that the duties of the Priesthood would be 
better attended to. The districts, which are at present too 
large and afford too much employment, would be narrowed 
and the labour of the Priest would be made commensurate 
with his abilities. In this case the sick calls, whi^h at timep 
are numerous and pressing, would be more readily and more 
effectually answered. In tegard to the general administra- 
tion of the rites of religion, the old canonical mode would 
be revived ; Stations, which give rise to many abuses would 
be abolished ; the people would approach the tribunal of 
penance and the holy communinnin the temple of God ; and 
in the same holy place would be administered the,Sajpcament|i 
of Baptism and Matrimony... This, npw regulatiQn ^woald 
also cause ran immense saVii% /of time to. the Cleiqg]^dp; 
which he might.employ with gteat advantage^ in visiting his 
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paviiBytoMi!^, visiting kis sehooh ; in improving' hiiAi^elf by 
study and' reiecfini and consequently rendering himself 
beCter qwiUfli»d for the great irprk of inslriteling: and en* 
lif^tentng bift dongr^gation. 

Btat they •bjeei on the soorei of poUtics. Cml liberty--* 
that most invaluable blessing — will be put in jeopardy^ jf any 
alliance takes place between the Irish Catholic Church and 
the British Legislature^ Is Ireland or the British Empire 
peculiarly circumstanced in this way? Does civil liberty in 
the first place rest upon an insecure foundation in these 
realms ? And i^^l the Catholic Piriesthood of Ireland iit 
the enjoyment of a State provision bethink themselves at 
once of j^oimng in a bonspiracy to subvert ttagna Gharta» 
to abrogate the reform bil^ to annul the habeas corpus act, 
to destroy the freedom of debate in Parliament and t6 
render the King of Great Britian a tyrant and a despot? 
To effect alt these mighty changes they must bring into 
operation a more than super-human agency and each ot 
them must prove a second Hohenlohe. But this is all in 
the Moon. What may be expected to be the true result of 
the impiortant measure in question in respect to politics t 
How may the Clergy be expected to demean themselves ? 
They wilt not seek the subversion of civil liber'ty ; but they 
may be expected to recommend to the people to be peacea- 
hie and qitiet, to obey the hiws, to respect the constituted 
authorities, and to have an abhofrence for sedition and out- 
rage. All this indeed* may be apprehended and that the 
wild system of dangerous agitation and fawless conspilracy 
may be put in jeopardy. What is the real truth of the mat^* 
ter. The leaders of a certain party have found their ac- 
count this time past in the co-operation of the Irish Catho- 
lic Priesthood. It was this clericai- co-dperation or rather 
cletical suhsecvieiicy that placed the multitude the more 
ciMnpletely at theiJC dl^sal» that enabled them to keep the 

M 
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whole kingdom in a state of commotion and alarm, to Vevj 
contributions, to send members into Parliament ; to be, in 
short, of tremendous consequence as a political party. To 
uphold, if possible, and perpetuate all this requires the sta-< 
bility and permanency of this same clericar co-operation ; 
which 

But only once withdraw 

And down comes ********** ng^ n^ 

If this party are still determined to persevere in maintaining 
the same formidable attitude, in pursuing the same, system 
of political turbulence, in keeping the multitude under their 
own particular guidance and controul, and separate in a 
great measure from the influence and controul of the law — 
a most unnatural and dangerous state of things — if all this 
be still their object, no doubt they will still endeaYOur to 
hold the Priesthood fast in their clutches and moYe heaYen 
and hell to thwart any measure that may deprive them of 
such powerful auxiliaries or leave them to their own unaided 
resources. In this case it is not the good of religion they 
have 4n view, nor the interest of the Priesthood, nor the 
welfare of the community at large, but their own dangerous 
consequence as a party ; to uphold which they would fain 
hold in the most degrading vassalage both religion and its 
ministers. The hostility of this party to a state provision 
for the Priesthood in quest^n furnishes an additional arga- 
9ient in favour of that measure ; as, indeed, necessary to 
emancipate that body from their present unhappy state of 
thraldom and degradation. 



CHAPTER XXIL 

There is no reasdn therefore why a Catholic Church Es- 
tablishment should not be formed in Ireland ; nor why the 
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Catholic hierarchy should not stand upon a friendly footing 
widi the oonstituted audiorities; But who, after alU are the 
judges or ought to be the judges of this matter ? If the 
Clergy themselves consent, if the Bishops consent, if the 
Pope consent; and then if this, consent be in strict accor- 
dance with the discipline of the Church past and present ; 
and further if the measure itself is loudly called for ins a re- 
medy for numerous existing evils in the Catholic Church of 
Ireland; if there be a ccmourrence of all these arguments 
and authorities in its favour, the que^ion is decided ; and 
no regard should be paid to the outcries occasioned by a few 
interested persons — ^mere actors — ^who cannot boast on their 
part of either reason or moderation or consistency or sincerity. 
And now ye Catholic hierarchy of Ireland, ye Bishops 
and Plriests, it is high time for you to hold up your- heads 
and to act a part suitable to the importance mid dignity of 
your order. Ye say that ** ye have been appointed of the 
Holy Ghost to rule the Church of God.'' Have ye these 
years past- acquitted yourselves of this indispensable obliga^ 
tion ? Have ye ruled the people committed to .your charge 
according to the maxims of the Gospel and the Canons of 
the Chui^? Have ye ruled the people; or have ye 
suffered yourselves to be ruled by them ? Have ye in 
the discharge of your dutiea exhibited, aa ye were bound 
to do, firmness, inflexibility, determination and pretever* 
aace? Or have ye not on the>contrary been '^ tossed about 
to and fro by every wind of popular doctrine" ? This latter 
alternative has. taken place. Your career has been marked 
by unsteadiness, time-serving and tergiversation. Popular 
clamour has scared you from the paths of duty and influenced 
even your synodical decisions. Ye have made religion turn 
upon popular feeling or rather upon the feeling of faction ; 
instead of endeavouring to make popular feeling square 
with religion. Ye have exhibited even a want of unifor- 
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mkf aiQoiigvt joutnfAwB^ for the Clargy ot Ulster Ika^ne 
pveMn^ed M)ligto0 in a great4Mean»e ff6e Arom thai iBoate- 
gton of pmtj polUfeft by wbichit has been iafected ie \ 
0fAm parta of the kkigdom. DiiihiB ariae firan { 
<if wonmatancea or from a dfcirersity of apnieii ? IndifUnal 
iSi uigji ea also in ike vwnaas other dkweaaa imMaiad 'the 
^Kample «r their brethaen in Uikter « eppaaitikm 4a Ihat^ 
tiicSr dioooMna^ who eidierirath the lypr oh aihmor 4ie oaa- 
nrnaweof their. Biihofa xeapaaliwefy ^awaniied .Te)i|^ •io 
an ocean of pelitioi; and aaaiated in fimnng or fitling Ibe 
nnhapiiy mnUitade for the parpetrntisii of eveajr apeoiea «f 
nntinge and onme. Te suffered poli^al^ir fiMftions bar- 
angnea to he made £rom yenr altars at the eelebnilMi ef 
Divine Wpidnp and anrrclndered year C!har<dKa te be tfioA 
na poMtwal dab^honaes; thus not toAf IsanflgteMilig an 
geaend againat the aanetity of Hae ocoaiaan and tb»eaa«ti|y 
of the lemple; but also violathig an oKiaress onBaanoa^ef 
the Connoil of Trent fespeding aadi metiers.; and whein iit 
the e i eve w A bonr* reprimanded perhaps by higher aatbaiiif 
yeisaned in soine sort a prohttttion, pttrsuanttetfiiswaaie 
ordinanoey againat the prevaiKng abuses^ yAf vns ildapffo- 
hibition confined to the Ardidiooess of Dnblin and to saaMS 
km ether particidar distridts of the kiagdem ? Why w$m it 
tiotpnUished and enforced in ilte diocess of doric ? Why 
was it not ealbroed in all qnartecs and ifirom the beginning ? 
Why was the aKthority of tbe OouncH of Trent so long ^dist 
reganded 1 Why were its erdinanoes set aside ; nor any 
aeooont made af tiie solid reasons ppon wUidi ikato erdi- 
nanoes are founded ? And at length, when the Oonncil has 
been brtmgfht forward, why is its authority no^ respeeled 
equally and obeyed eqnaUy in every particular diocess 1 Is 
tins the due mode of administering the aifidrs of religiott 

* S«e Appendix, 
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ami niing ike CkiMh of Qod IWkat sort of mfe is that 
wJMhJMUiirie «p«f diMieiMnce, coirtMidictm, cftprioe and 
vneefty sty f What tort of Chinrdh idle mait mdA %iMi 
OhuitfhMMm are at t^ariame with ibeaMhres aftd trKh oae 
aneHlier; are aotiag not in tttuwm as oMabers of a |$re«t 
moral body diffused tbrough Ae woiM, tat es detaoliodl in* 
dividoak^ eaok dettiauniag finr binuelf aoostdnig la bis 
o^Mi fd?ate«riew8 aMl indiaatiflBs; wbile Cbe iiiirf(li«ude» 
aaM M tbeir. fviy and >eo;«nm«aMe^ aae astoaadad and 
soandaKeed at the alrange, unaetooMteble, kfefigtaM «oii* 
dael<>f «lM»ir«]iMlaMdgttefes: . 

**Who play such antick tricks as make the Ani^els weep.^ 

And ^inhae, &tidly» die i^Mtkig fiortioii of tbe Catholic 
aaiiaBiiiiity**««iieBiiat iofaolieo aad lov^fs of pe{ice:^hkisb 
atiomefar Iheir idigioii aod'ita mii^istera? H98 notveli* 
gMH ui yctoff bands . boodme eiMi? party word and your 
■MMiBfay , ie wfaioh. w much uaiKWtiHice is atlocbe^ been 
oenvarled or durindki into a mere partjjr conoepw^ Qaye, 
■ot je^ *arb«m«aMler wias iaatUatad lor the b^ae^.^ all, 
identified yonrsdves wath'afiraclion.of ipotir Mngr^^tiooB? — 
And thus very absurdly placed yoqraolves ia loppoiitioii io 
the rest ; and in open hostility with those who do. not apper- 
tain to your fold ; but whom it is your duty to win over if 
possible, by mildness, condescension and charity. Is this 
conduct on your part agreeable to that of the Apostle, 
who was ** ail to all in order to gain all'' ? Ye have 
identified yourselves as Ministers of the Gospel with a 
political sect, entered into their views, partaken of their 
animosities, countenanced their violences and made war in 
conjunction with them on the rest of the community. 
What other effect could all this produce but to alienate a 
portion of your own flock and to confirm others in the bad 
opinion they had been taught to entertain of your religion 
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and oi yonnelves ? What is this but to act in direct con- 
tradiotion to your institate? For your order has not been 
founded for the seryice of a sect . but for the benefit of the 
whole Christian community* It is high time for you to put 
an end to this unseemly^ this discreditable, this pernipious^ 
this unhallowed state, of things. 

It is high time for you to raise yourseWes from the depths 
into which ye have unhappily fallen and to resume your pro- 
per station in the conmioiiwealth of religion •\ Emanc^te 
yoursehresfrom the trammels of party and recoYor your lost 
dignity and independence* Let your tempos be once morei 
the houses of prayer and yourselves the true ministers of 
the Gospel. Judge for yourselves, decide for yourselves^ 
in all things pertaining to the interest and welfiure of religion. 
Seize the first opportunity of rescuing your Church from its 
present eleemosynary, humiliating, scandalous, inadequate 
mode of subsistence ; and of procuring for it an honourable 
establishment — ^an establishment that will speedily r^ove 
its deformities^ give it a new and improved appearance,, 
render its discipline conformable to .the ecclesittttical .cmioiia 
and Uken it, as is fitting, to the othor Catholic Churches 
throughout Christendom. 

Ovens, September 30tA. 1834. 
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APPENDIX 



The Mbssrs* Tobin — an English Company — who are now form- 
ing an establishment for the manufneture of Gun-powder and are 
giving employment to a considerable number of tradesmen and 
labourers at BallincolUg, have embarked in the business under the 
full assuranbe that the place will be retained as a permanent Military 
Station. This assurance removes the apprehension they would 
otherwise entertun from the general state of the country ; and 
which but for the local circumstances of BaHincollig, would deter 
them from transferring any portion of their capital to this side of 
the water. 



FORM OF LICENSE. 

. No, DIE mensis • Ji. D, 18 

JU8TIS causis nos ad id nioventibus, dispensamus supra 
trinl Bannorum promulgatione cum 

Parochise in Dioecesi 

CoRCAciiBNsi : dnmmodo constet nullum aliud intercedere impedi- 
mentum, de quo caut^ vigilet Celebnun. 

Datum die & anno supra notatis 



The system of Church .finance is not perfectly uniform throughout 
Irelatid. But the variation is too trivial to he taken into account. 



The state of things as depicted in the 12th Chapter may be said 
not to be absolutely universal. There are no doubt many excep- 
tions. It is however well known that the clandestine practices 
specified are but too prevalents 
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Bxtract from the Minuten of the Proceedingg of the Roman 
Catholic Arehbiskopt and Bishopg of Ireland^ auemhled ai the 
Parochial Houte^ Marlborough Street, DMin, on the 9Sth oj 
Jamiary^ 1834, the MoU Rev. Doctor Mdrrjit» Preiidmg. 

RBSOLVBD-^Hiat we would idew with the greatest alarm, and 
wottld visit with the severest chaalMemeiit that we could inflict, all 
or any interference of any Clerg^yman or Clergy men subject to us^ 
who, forgetAiI of his or their duty, unmlndfd) of the obedience due 
to the Decree of the Sacred Congregation bearing date the IMi of 
October^ 1829, and regardless of the oftentimes expressed send* 
ments of the Irish Prelates, Clergy and PiBopIe, would seek to 
employ the influence of our own, or any other Siecnhur Oovemment, 
in the appointment of Persons to Vacant Sees in Ireland. 

Rase^vim-^TIial oar Chap^ ate aot to be useil in fatnve for the* 
purpose of hoidittg therein any p«bMo meeltiig, except In oases eon«^ 
nected with Charity or Religion, and that we do hereby pledge ow* 
selves to carry this Resolution into effect, in our respective Dioceses. 



RssoLVED'-^That whilst we do not intend to interfere with the 
dnlftgbts of those entrusted to our care, yel, as Gnardiaits of 
Vi^fla«, justly i^^prehending thai its gCBcral iatevestSi as well as 
the honor of the Priesthood, woidd ba compromimA by a imistkm 
from the line of conduct which we marked <iut for oursekeS) m^ 
imprerfled w^ the iaiii4s of onur Clergy, m ow Psstocal Aidsese 
of the year 1830 : we do herebj^ pledge ourselves,, on our return te^ 
our respective Dioceses, to remind our Clergy of the instructiom» 
we then addressed to them, and to recommend to them most ear- 
nestly, to avoid in future any allusibn at their Altars to Polidcal 
mAjmMVf ani careAilly to refrain from conneeting thenMelres with 
PeHtical CMe^-eeting as OhairNMit or Seowteries at Pelilieal 
meetings, or moving or seconding Bfaolutions on such occasiojis ; 
Uk order that We exhibit, ourselves in all things in. the character of 
our secred calUngji as Ministers of Christ, and dispensers of the 
mysteries of God* 

t D. MURRAY, Aaemiisno^. 
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